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Brief Brief introductionintroduction of TISPOLof TISPOL
� Police forces from 27 European countries
� Focuss on improvement of road safety, in 

particular by improvement of traffic
enforcement

� Contribution to – 50% EU goal
� Exchange of good-practise, joint training, 

joint enforcement operations, joint lobby-
process

� Interdisciplinary approach (stakeholders)
� Slogan:
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Police keen on safety
aspects of RTTI

� RTTI pays a contribution to road safety
� RTTI  also pays a contribution to avoiding

congestion and to travel comfort
� However:

Safety must always have a higher priority
than travel comfort and prevention of  

congestion



Berlin 050607

WhichWhich informationinformation is is safetysafety
informationinformation ??

� Discussions about relevance for safety of 
certain types of traffic-information

� Police well understands commercial 
interests, but is of the following opinion:

“Traffic-information, needed to avoid direct 
safety risks, due to unexpected, specific
events should always be available to all

road users”
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WhichWhich informationinformation is is safetysafety
informationinformation ? (2)? (2)

Some examples:

� “ Wrong-way” drivers
� People, animals or foreign objects on the 

road
� Total disrupture of road (considerable risk 

for additional collisions)

� Exteme weather conditions
So: abnormal conditions
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Principle:

� EU citizens must be given free access to
road safety information all over the EU at 
all times.

Free means:
� No contract/no charge 
� Through normally free accessible means

of communication
� Using common communication standards
� Equal for all
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RelationshipRelationship
public vs. private/commercialpublic vs. private/commercial

� Substantial commercial interests at stake
� Private can help public (wider range of 

dissemination)
� If private takes over from public, conditions 

need be set for free access to safety relevant 
Infos

� Private should meet certain quality standards
� Subsidiarity Principle to be respected: 

– Many types of arrangements (PR-PP-PU) are applied 
in the EU Member States (MS)

– MS to launch necessary regulations 
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The The crosscross--borderborder elementelement

� More foreign drivers
� Also entitled to safety information in 

foreign country
� In their own language
� Safety information free available
� Standards (e.g. RDS-TMC) for cross 

border exchange of information
� Cross border element requires EU 

involvement
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WhatWhat is is requiredrequired fromfrom the EU ?the EU ?

It is TISPOL’s opinion that the EU should:

� Protect its citizens from unneccesary road safety
risks

� Stand for the principle of free access of road-
safety information for all its citizens

� Safeguard this principle by EU legislation
� Enable the exchange of traffic safety information

by setting communication standards
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ConclusionConclusion::

� Safety-related traffic information is a 
responsibility of the government

� Private providers can take care of it under
certain conditions

� There are good possibilities for PPP in this
domain

� The EU has a responsibility
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REQUIREMENTREQUIREMENT

The EU should adopt legislation in 
order to safeguard the right of all EU 
citizens to have freeaccess to safety-

related traffic information all over the 
EU at all times. The EU should

enable cross-border exchangeof road
safety information.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION.THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION.


