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EENA Award
ADAC to receive award for its eCall involvement
New emergency call system to reduce number of road fatalities
ADAC was proud to receive the 2009 EENA 112 Award in Brussels. Dushana Zdravkova, Member of the European Parliament, presented the trophy to Werner von Scheven, ADAC Vice President Technical Affairs, in recognition of Europe’s largest automobile club’s outstanding involvement in the introduction of the pan-European emergency call system eCall.
In its cross-border feasibility trial conducted in 2007, the German automobile club proved that the automatic emergency call system eCall worked. In addition to implementing the trial in cooperation with Opel, Continental, T-Mobile and Airbiquity as well as its partner clubs in Austria (ÖAMTC) and Italy (ACI), ADAC assiduously promoted the benefits of eCall in a number of publications. 
The automatic emergency call system will help to further reduce the number of fatalities on European roads and alleviate the consequences of road accidents. For this reason, ADAC will sustain its efforts in the introduction of eCall. ADAC Vice President Werner von Scheven said in Brussels: “It is now important for the countries in Europe to gear up for a suitable infrastructure and adequate rescue control centre equipment. This is essential for eCall to be able to have its share in saving lives”.
The European Union plans to have every new vehicle equipped with an eCall unit from 2010. When the airbag deploys in a serious accident, eCall automatically activates an emergency call, establishing a telephone connection to the 112 emergency number and transmitting the vehicle’s location to the rescue control centre using the global positioning system (GPS). In addition, the emergency call may also be initiated manually by the driver or other vehicle occupants.
The European Emergency Number Association (EENA) is a non-profit association whose main objective is to promote the knowledge and efficient use of the 1-1-2, the single European Emergency Call Number. This number gives free access to the emergency services in all 27 EU Member States both from landline or mobile networks.
Photographic material for journalists is available on the ADAC Websites at www.presse.adac.de.
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