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1. What is an ELSA?
An ELSA is a European Large Scale Action, mentioned in the Communication of the Commission ‘Raising the game’ COM (2009) 116.

2. Is this a new instrument of the Commission?
No, it is proposed but not yet decided to have as a new instrument. The Commission is currently discussing with, among others, the Forum of National ICT Research Directors, if this instrument should be introduced.

3. Is this intended as a funding instrument?

ELSA is a new way of organizing innovation (from research until deployment: cutting through the innovation cycle). It will require very large funding, but most likely by bringing together existing or planned funding schemes.

4. What does ‘Large Scale’ mean?

Large Scale refers to duration (at least 5 years), the area of innovation (a number of goals at the same time, like road safety, environmental impact, efficiency of road transport, European wide services), the array of solutions (cooperative infrastructure and vehicle related, connected travellers, internet based services), the geographical area (large scale test-beds throughout Europe), programming (embracing various Integrated Projects) and funding (probably between 100 Million and 1 Billion EURO).
5. What else is different compared to EU funded projects?
ELSA’s are goal oriented and not solution oriented, which means that the goals to be reached are specified in advance, not the solutions to be delivered.

Furthermore, ELSA’s are demand-driven, which means that the goals are specified by the demand side of the market, composed of authorities (Member States and lower authorities) and user (private car users and professional transport companies).
6. Why the Commission wants a proposal on an ELSA in transport at this moment?
To serve as an example on what an ELSA could achieve compared to usual EU funded projects. This helps in the discussion on whether an instrument should be introduced or not.

