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Introduction

[SLIDE 1 – TITLE]
The European motor vehicle industry is of the utmost importance to the economy of the European Union. 
[SLIDE 2 – CHALLENGE]
The industry, though, is facing several challenges as a consequence of the down-turn in the world economy and the 11 September terrorism attacks. In addition changes in the car distribution system in the EU are under discussion. The industry also has to meet increasing demands concerning emissions and, in particular, road safety.
The rapid technological changes are an additional challenge. But they are also as a great opportunity to further improve the vehicles, to decrease harmful effects of traffic, and to improve customer services 
[SLIDE 3 - SAFETY]. 

During the last decade, the European Commission and Member States have been promoting measures to improve road safety through both accident prevention and injury reduction. Most of the accident prevention measures have focused on the driver. Measures to reduce the consequences of an accident have primarily focused on the vehicle, through improved passive safety such as crashworthiness, seatbelts and airbags. 

[SLIDE 4 – ROAD VICTIMS]

These combined actions have contributed to the continuous reduction of the number of fatalities on European roads. Nevertheless, the number of road accidents and the number of road victims are still unacceptably high in the European Union. Around 41000 fatalities occur each year. 

On top of this, there are also 1.4 million injuries a year. This comes at an enormous cost, in both personal and financial terms.

[SLIDE 5 ROAD INJURIES] 
Even though the number of fatalities on EU roads is decreasing, the number of accidents with injuries is still increasing. 

Moreover, the marginal contribution of some conventional measures, like passive safety, is reaching its limits. Further improvements in safety, by these measures, are becoming more and more difficult and expensive to achieve.

But there is no reason for pessimism. New technologies are becoming available and that offer the prospect of significant reduction in the number of accidents, and hence casualties. 
This is why, in the case of pedestrian safety, I have supported complementing the passive safety measures and changes in the design of vehicle fronts with active safety measures based on these technologies. But pedestrian safety is only a part of the much larger issue of road safety.

[SLIDE 6 – 50% REDUCTION]. 

Last September the Commission presented the White Paper on European Transport policy for 2010. In this paper the Commission set a very ambitious target for road safety. A 50% reduction of road fatalities by 2010. That should bring the number of deaths per year down to 20.000. This is not going to be easy, and all stakeholders have to play their part 

Integrated approach to safety

[SLIDE 7 – INTEGRATED APPROACH]. 

What is needed is an integrated approach to road safety where actions will address the pre-crash phase, the crash phase and the post-crash phase. An approach where active and passive safety measures, traffic regulations, information technologies and innovations must play a significant role. This needs to be an integrated approach taking into account driver, vehicle, and road infrastructure in improving road safety. 

We expect the automotive industry to have a pivotal role in integrated approach to safety. However, all the relevant parties and key players like national governments, European institutions, infrastructure providers, technology providers, consumer organisations and insurance companies have a role to play in making this approach work.

About new technologies for eSafety

I would like to focus now on those new measures and systems that use information and communication technologies in new intelligent solutions for improved road safety. They can reduce the number of accidents on our roads, in particular in the pre-crash phase when the accident can still be avoided or at least its severity significantly reduced.

[SLIDE 8 – THE HUMAN]

We know that almost 95% of the accidents are due to the human factor. In almost three-quarters of the cases the human behaviour is solely to blame. Direct causes include misjudging, driving dynamics, weather and distraction, while underlying causes include alcohol, inexperience and tiredness. Drivers represent a significant safety risk and need some form of assistance at times. This is the area where Advanced Driver Assistance Systems and Intelligent Active Safety offer their greatest potential. 

[SLIDE 9 – NEW TECHNOLOGIES] 

Active safety itself is not a new approach to safety. Brakes, steering, lights, etc have been the core safety features of vehicles before passive safety features were even considered. 
However, active safety is becoming increasingly intelligent as ICT in the car progresses. With the development of appropriate sensors, actuators and processors, we have already seen the development and wide spread implementation of ABS and stability systems, which help the driver to maintain control of the vehicle even when he has exceeded its ‘normal’ limits of handling. 

We are now looking towards the next generation of active safety systems and Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems. These systems will take into account not just the driver and the vehicle, but also the environment around the vehicle. Co-operative systems enable exchanging essential safety information between the vehicles and the vehicle and the infrastructure.
By receiving information from outside of the vehicle, the systems will be able to assess the risk for an accident to happen. They then can warn the driver so that he can take appropriate action, or they can initiate appropriate action autonomously. If an accident becomes unavoidable the systems could use that same information to optimise the passive safety systems. This will minimise the risk of injury. The active safety systems can also automatically summon assistance. 

Towards large-scale deployment

The introduction of intelligent active safety systems and Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems will enhance road safety and security, as is already demonstrated by a number of European RTD projects. However, to realise the potential benefits, we need to get the new systems widely deployed in the marketplace. 

[SLIDE 10 – IMPORTANT GAP]. 

The technology is in some cases already fully developed. Unfortunately in most cases there is still an important gap between technology development and its deployment at a reasonable cost and in sufficient quantity. We need a clear assessment of these technologies in terms of their impact on the accident reduction and their cost. Then priorities can be set for their introduction. We need to build awareness and demand, so as to accelerate their introduction in the market. 

We should investigate whether there is a need for actions in the legal framework to support the take-up. These could be for example in the field of liability and vehicle type approval procedures. Standardisation, certification, tax and other incentives need to be considered as well. 

A comprehensive eSafety Action Plan

[SLIDE 11 – eSAFETY ACTION PLAN (1)].

The Commission, other European institutions and the Member States have to take their responsibility, in collaboration with the automotive industry, the infrastructure and equipment providers and the road users. Jointly they should encourage the development and deployment of these innovative technologies for safer vehicles in the market.  This will be a major contribution towards the goal of 50% reduction of road deaths on Europe’s roads by 2010. 

The realisation of this vision will require very hard work to surmount the numerous obstacles. All stakeholders should agree on the common goals and approach and working together for their implementation. 

As we have just heard, industry and industrial organisations like ACEA, Eucar, Ertico, FIA and others are now developing a vision and a Road Map. What we need now is further elaboration of this Road Map. It should be presented to other stakeholders. These include the Member States, user and consumer organisations, insurance companies and other interested parties 

I am fully aware that the industry needs support from the European Union, the Member States and other public organisations in complementing the proposed actions and removing obstacles for rapid implementation. The Commission is ready to look into all the necessary actions, and to consult all stakeholders for finding a best balance between different priorities. 
[SLIDE 12 – eSAFETY ACTION PLAN (2)]
The Commission is preparing a Communication to the Council and European Parliament on the topic of Intelligent Vehicle and Road Safety. It is foreseen to be adopted by the Commission before the end of this year. In this Communication we will introduce a comprehensive eSafety Action Plan. It will outline the concept of integrated safety and introduces an integrated series of actions for the Commission, the Member States and the industry. 

In the Integrated Approach to safety the Member States and public authorities have an important role to play. The necessary actions, which  include investments in safety-related road infrastructure, have to be clearly identified at an early stage.

For the Commission part we have already identified a series of possible actions which use the instruments that are available to us. 

We have to co-ordinate the Community RTD actions in active safety and Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems with the work done in the national programmes, building on the principles of the European Research Area. 

Road safety is also a global issue. Vehicles are designed for global markets and the road safety records are similar in all industrial countries. Therefore it is important to extend the collaboration to countries outside the EU boundaries. 
International collaboration should be pursued in research and development, awareness, and especially user acceptance, security and impact assessment of the new technologies for safety, and the establishment of international standards.

[SLIDE 13 - RTD]

Regarding Community RTD, we will be building on the success of the work done in the former Telematics applications programme and now in the Information Society Technologies programme. Currently we have a portfolio of close to 40 projects. We are running the Intelligent Vehicle cluster of the IST Programme, with total budget of over 150 million €. The forthcoming Sixth Framework Programme for 2002-2006 will offer new funding opportunities for active safety and Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems technologies. 

I would like to mention especially the new instrument of Integrated Projects. Integrated Projects are designed to generate the knowledge required to address major societal challenges. They build the critical mass of activities and resources needed for achieving ambitious, clearly defined scientific and technological objectives. They are co-financed up to several tens of millions of euros. Their duration is typically three to five years. A call for Expressions of Interest for IPs is currently open. The integrated projects approach could be particularly well suited for eSafety work.
Next Steps

Seeing you all here I can conclude that this meeting has already achieved one of the eSafety goals: Getting the major actors together. We should continue to hold such meetings and discuss the major strategic issues on a regular basis. I understand that we will hear later today a suggestion for the date and place of the next meeting.

[SLIDE 14 – eSAFETY ROAD MAP]

I am hoping that as a direct consequence of today’s meeting I will receive your support and commitment to work together to promote eSafety. Together, we can then immediately start the work to set the priorities for the eSafety Action Plan and to elaborate further the eSafety Road Map, based on a common goal and introducing technological milestones for safe vehicles.
[SLIDE 15 – COMMITMENT FOR THE NEXT STEPS]
Besides working together on the eSafety Action Plan, we have also to set up the necessary management structures, and to consider how achievements against the eSafety Action Plan can and should be monitored and reported.

I propose that we also establish a Working Group, which will prepare the future High-Level meetings and supports us in preparing the eSafety Action Plan. We should of course discuss together the optimal composition of such a Working Group. 

Finally, as I already mentioned, on our side the practical next steps include the preparations for RTD in the Sixth Framework Programme, and a Commission Communication to Council and European Parliament this year. 
I would like to invite you to actively participate in both. In RTD you can consider proposals for Integrated Projects. In the preparation of the Communication I invite you to work together with my services. We are also considering public consultations in this issue. 
[SLIDE 16 - TIMELINE]

I have highlighted here some of the most important events for this and next year. Lyon eSafety Congress and the Madrid ITS congresses are going to be important milestones in taking stock of the technical developments and state of the art. 
For the Commission the adoption of the Communication and the launching of FP6 as planned are the main goals for the coming months. Today, we should also discuss the time and place of the next High-Level meeting.
Final remarks




Improving road safety is a wide and complicated issue that requires a global and integrated approach involving the resources of all stakeholders. I propose the eSafety Action Plan as a tool for building up an European road safety strategy. 

The Action Plan will help to create commitment to the acceleration of the development, deployment and use of new technologies and ICT for increasing road safety in Europe. 
This commitment has to be more than words. We must make sure that those people in our organisations that have the day to day responsibility for progressing eSafety are given the necessary support and resources they need to realise the vision we are discussing today. 


Thank you for your attention.
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