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· ERTICO is a public/private organisation with EU member states and key Industry and Operators, created 10 years ago at the initiative of the European Commission, with the aim to accelerate the deployment and implementation of telematics and intelligent transport in Europe.

· Safety is a major concern for all of us and there are major issues at stake. For the last 50 years we have been trying to reduce the number of road fatalities and accidents. Humans will always make mistakes and this leads to accidents. Technology – ITS – offers the opportunity to avoid a significant number of these accidents. However progress is slow.

· The e-Safety initiative is one of the tools that will enable us to achieve concrete results in the area of safety. It aims to accelerate the introduction of ITS into road transport in order to improve safety and mobility across Europe. The initiative seeks to create the necessary partnership and leadership – both at the business and policy levels – around one safety vision and an integrated overall programme of action supported by all players. 

· The people around this table represent all the sectors who are already involved in this important work (car industry, telecom operators, governments, motorway operators, service providers, users, the European Commission and European Parliament)

· Our meeting today is very important, as we want to walk out of here with clear results. We want to be clear about our safety vision, clear about the e-Safety targets we need to focus on to help us move towards our vision, clear about the obstacles that are actually preventing the introduction of these technologies and clear about the kind of actions we need to start today to get to our vision. ERTICO can facilitate this process by bringing all the sectors together but it is vital that we all commit ourselves to an overall programme of action supported by all the players. If we are all convinced that new technologies can make a difference, then we can and we must work together to make it happen.

· To start, I am very pleased to introduce Mr Jean-Martin Folz, Président of PSA Peugeot Citroën, Chairman of the ACEA and an ERTICO Partner, who will tell us which technologies exist today and what obstacles need to be overcome if we are to make real progress.

· I would also like to thank Commissioner Erkki Liikanen for being with us. He will talk to us later about the EC views on e-Safety and will bring support to the various initiatives.

· I will now hand over to Mr Folz. 

