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Main Conclusions

The eSafety High-Level Meeting with Industry

 Brussels, 3rd February 2005

INTRODUCTION

eSafety is a joint industry - public sector initiative that aims to reduce the number of road fatalities and accidents by using Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). The general objective of the eSafety Forum, established in 2003, is to support the development, deployment and use of Intelligent Vehicle Safety Systems, based on advanced ICTs. The Forum typically meets twice per year in Plenary Sessions and High-Level Meetings.

The eSafety Forum organised a High-Level Meeting with the main European industry representatives on 3rd February 2005. The meeting was chaired by the Director General of Information Society and Media, Mr. Fabio Colasanti, and it was attended by over 70 persons representing the main automotive, telecommunication, insurance and telematics industries, industry associations, user’s representatives as well as representatives of the Member States, European Parliament and the European Commission. Ms. Viviane Reding, European Commissioner for Information Society and Media opened the meeting. The chairs of the ten eSafety Forum Working Groups were also present in the meeting.

The goal of the meeting was to discuss the progress and to elaborate a detailed action plan and a way forward on the priority topic, the pan-European in-vehicle emergency call, eCall, on the basis of the detailed recommendations and an action plan proposed by the eCall Driving Group. Furthermore, the meeting discussed and drew conclusions on the next steps and continuation of the work of the eSafety Forum and its Working Groups on the basis of a Commission’s proposal. 

The participants of the High-Level meeting, after receiving a summary report on the progress of the eSafety Forum and its ten Working Groups, a proposal for actions for the roll-out of the pan-European eCall from the eCall Driving Group and a proposal from the Commission on the next steps in the eSafety initiative, made the following conclusions.

General Conclusions

The participants of the High-Level Meeting on eSafety:

1. Regard eSafety as a crucially important element in the general framework of improving road and vehicle safety in Europe and the quality of life of its citizens;

2. Express their satisfaction on the achieved progress in the eSafety Forum and its Working Groups, and congratulate the chairs and members for their work;

3. Fully support the Commission’s activities in eSafety, providing foresight, acting as a catalyst, supporting the work of the eSafety Forum and funding RTD in eSafety systems and technologies;

4. Note that many eSafety systems are already entering the market, facilitating the change in the focus of the eSafety initiative from technology development to deployment. Examples of such systems are ESP that already has proven its efficiency, and anti-collision radars that are allowed by the Commission Decision on the use of the 24 GHz frequency band for automotive use;

5. Commit to increase their efforts in eSafety and to extend the active participation of the industry experts into the new Working Groups;

6. Support the Commission’s approach to avoid unnecessary regulation and to proceed with voluntary measures and negotiated agreements;

7. Note the positive results emanating from the High-Level Meeting with the Member States on September 2004, but observe that the progress has been slow in some cases, and invite the Commission to accelerate its efforts for getting the Member States fully inline with industry’s actions especially as regards eCall;

8. Emphasize the role of standardisation, harmonisation, international co-operation and open in-vehicle platforms in accelerating the take-up of in-vehicle systems and services;

9. Stress the importance of solving the issue of positive business case in the introduction of Intelligent Vehicle Safety Systems, and invite the Commission to investigate the possible fiscal incentives, based on the model used for environmental goals.

The In-Vehicle Emergency Call (eCall)

The participants of the High-Level Meeting on eSafety:

1. Take note of the results of the recent studies, including the Commission’s Socio-Economic Study, that indicate the huge potential for socio-economic benefits of the pan-European deployment of eCall;

2. Take note of the progress achieved by the eCall Driving Group, in particular the agreement on the eCall architecture based on the pan-European E-112 Emergency Number, the Minimum Set of Data (MSD), and the progress of the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU);

3. Support the recommendations and the action plan produced by the eCall Driving Group, with the following main milestones for the eCall roll-out:

· Signature of the eCall MoU by all key stakeholders by June 2005 

· Agreeing on the business model, roll-out plan and standards by end of 2005 

· Full specification of in-vehicle and PSAP systems by June 2006

· Roll-out of infrastructure and full scale field tests in 2006 and 2007

· eCall as a standard equipment in all new vehicles starting from models introduced after September 2009
4. Emphasize the importance of committing all the stakeholders to the implementation of the recommendations and the action plan, and urge the Commission to increase its efforts especially as regards the insurance and telecommunications industries and the Member States, as key stakeholders;

5. Take note of the Commission’s report on the status of the pan-European emergency number 112, its location enhancement (E-112) and eCall in the Member States; note that the responsibility for the emergency services is at the regional and/or local level in many Member States making the situation complex, and welcome the Commission’s plans to increase its efforts to improve the situation;
6. Stress the importance of finding a positive business case for eCall, based on private-public partnership, and urge the Commission to make an in-depth analysis on the possible use of fiscal incentives (reduction of vehicle taxes);

7. Support the proposal of the eCall Driving Group to establish eCall-NET as a platform for all eCall stakeholders, and invite the Commission to support its creation;

8. Ask the Commission, in close co-operation with the eCall Driving Group, to promote the signature of the MoU by all the stakeholders and especially the Member States by organising bilateral meetings, meetings of the eCall experts, and other measures;

9. Take note of the plan of Finland to proceed with nation-wide implementation of eCall by 2006, and welcome the invitation of Finland directed to all European stakeholders to test their systems in their open test environment, as well as the invitation to organise an Expert Meeting on eCall in Helsinki on 15 April;

10. Welcome the initiative the Commission has taken for promoting standardisation of the eCall protocols and interfaces by ETSI, and encourage the participation of the relevant experts in this work.

Next Steps

The participants of the High-Level Meeting on eSafety:

1. Welcome the Commission’s proposal for the next steps in the eSafety initiative that include

· Continuing the support to the eSafety Forum, its Working Groups and the Steering Group, and organising a Plenary Session in Hannover on 2 June and a High-Level Meeting with the Member States in Brussels on 18 October;

· Organising Expert Meetings with the Member States on eCall, RTTI, HMI and socio-economic benefit;

· Adopting the 2nd eSafety Communication in March 2005, in view of having it on the agenda of the June 2005 meeting of the Telecommunications, Transport and Energy Council under the Luxembourg Presidency;

· Producing an updated version of the European Statement of Principles (ESoP), and bringing it to the Council under the U.K. Presidency by the end of 2005;

· Following the situation in the introduction of 24 GHz Short-Range Radars on the markets;

· Establishing a support function for the eSafety Forum through the currently open call in the IST Programme, for continuing the promotion and dissemination of eSafety, and

· Providing further funding for the RTD in eSafety technologies and systems through the IST Programme Call 4.

2. Invite the Commission to increase the efforts to communicate better the results of eSafety involving in this work the Commission’s Vice President in charge of communication, to increase the co-operation between the Commissioners dealing with transport and road safety, and possibly establishing a link between eSafety and CARS-21;

3. Encourage the Commission to increase the visibility of eSafety at the political level, especially in the Council and the European Parliament, and invite it to examine the possible inclusion of eSafety as a priority in the re-launch of the Lisbon strategy for 2005-2010;

4. Stress the importance of the work in the Implementation Road Maps and the User Outreach Working Groups for the progress of eSafety in 2005, and express interest to discuss their outcome in future meetings;

5. Invite the Commission to explore the possibility to use fiscal incentives for accelerating the take-up of eSafety systems, and to produce a report for the next meeting;

6. Point out that the European Parliament will hold discussions on car taxation in 2005, and invite the Commission to inform the Parliament about the ideas on eSafety tax incentives;

7. Suggest to nominate European and national eSafety champions as a mechanism to promote eSafety and to increase its visibility;

8. Note that eSafety is already recognised internationally in the developed world, but stress the need to promote road safety also in the developing countries.

Annex: The Recommendations of the eCall Driving Group

With the aim of offering to all road users a harmonised, pan-European, interoperable eCall service as a standard equipment in all new European vehicle models introduced after September 2009, the eCall Driving Group recommends the following actions:

1. To fix the starting point of the action plan on June 2005;

2. To establish an “eCallNet” consortium with financial support by June 2005, including Member States, European Commission and key industry stakeholders, committed to progress on the eCall implementation plan;

3. The Commission to promote the signature of the MoU by all key stakeholders of the eCall service chain (including the  Member States) before June 2005;

4. The Commission to adopt a 2nd Communication on eSafety proposing specific actions for Member States and industry by June 2005, including actions on eCall;

5. All key stakeholders including insurance industries to prepare a feasible Business Model for eCall to be adopted by December 2005;

6. ETSI to produce relevant eCall standards (protocols, interfaces) by December 2005;

7. All stakeholders to prepare a final implementation and rollout plan to be agreed by December 2005;

8. Key stakeholders to commit with a Letter of Intent (LoI) to start the project implementation in December 2005;

9. ACEA to finalize the in-vehicle eCall functionality system architecture and launch the system development by June 06;

10. Key Member States to upgrade their infrastructures of Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) to allow the receiving and processing eCalls by June 2007;

11. “Early Adopter” Member States in collaboration with the Commission and the industry to perform full-scale field tests of the eCall system until December 2007;

12. All Member States to complete the upgrading of their PSAPs infrastructure and ACEA to start the introduction of eCall as standard option in all new vehicles by September 2009.
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