
The 11th World Congress on ITS a success although proceedings stopped for a day due to a typhoon

Europe strengthens its position in the critical areas of eSafety and co-operative safety systems showing strong commitment to research and taking the lead in the international collaboration

The 11th World Congress on Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) with the theme “ITS for Livable Society” took place in Nagoya, Japan on 17 – 22 October 2004. This was the largest ever ITS World Congress, with over 6.000 professional visitors registered to the conference and over 50.000 members of the public expected to visit the exhibition on the special open days. The city of Nagoya organised also an “ITS Festival” that attracted over 750.000 visitors!
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The significance of the event was underlined by the visit of their imperial highnesses Prince and Princess Akishino, who were present through the prestigious Opening Ceremony that took place in the Aichi Arts Center in downtown Nagoya. The welcoming address was given by Dr. Shoichiro Toyoda, President of ITS Japan and Honorary Chairman of Toyota Motor Corp. Europe’s representative in the Opening Ceremony was H.E. Mr. Bernhard Zepter, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Commission in Japan. 

H.E. B. Zepter and Dr. Toyoda at the Opening
   Their imperial highnesses Prince and Princess

Ceremony




    Akishino at the VIP reception

Vehicle to infrastructure integration and the research in the so-called Co-operative Systems (based on vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure communication) was the key topic of this World Congress. The European, U.S. and Japanese plans were discussed in a large number of Executive, Strategic and Technical Sessions. This was also the key topic of the meeting of the International Task Force on Vehicle Highway Automation (ITFVHA). Europe could show strong commitment to research in this area, building on the results obtained in FP4 and FP5 and the ongoing research under FP6. The policy support and guidance through the eSafety Forum is also strengthening Europe’s position. U.S. has a similar initiative (Vehicle- Infrastructure Integration, VII), but this program faces major decisions in 2008, with the earliest possible deployment in 2010. Japan announced its plans to deploy a similar integrated system called SMARTWAY starting from 2007, but the financing of the scheme is unclear, and rivalry between the Advanced Safety Vehicle (ASV) and SMARTWAY programmes slows down the deployment.
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Mr. J. Jaaskelainen and Mr. F. Minarini represented 
Mr. A. Vits speaking at the Global eSafety

the Commission at the High-Level Japan – EU
Session

ITS meeting

This Congress marked also a change in the attitudes towards the Europe’s eSafety initiative. The efforts to move towards Global eSafety as a tri-party programme between the ITS organisations on the three continents have been ceased, and U.S. and Japan compare more and more their eSafety activities with the European Programme. The collaboration between the U.S. and the European Commission, and between Japan and the European Commission were further strengthened in two High-Level meetings were the programmes on all continents were compared, and plans were made for further collaboration.

The 11th World Congress was closed down on Wednesday 20 October due to the typhoon Tokage. The eSafety International Co-operation Working Group (ICWG) meeting, scheduled for that day, was moved to a downtown hotel, and enjoyed High-Level participation from U.S. Japan and EU while the delegates were sheltering from the typhoon. This ICWG meeting confirmed the need to continue collaboration using this platform, and focusing the work on priority domains (the so called global list of priorities).

The Exhibition was very large and, as could be expected, dominated by the Japanese industry. The Asian and Pacific ITS organisations had a strong presence. The showpiece of the Exhibition was the so called ITS World, that contained an comprehensive Multi-media presentation of ITS today and in the future, as well as a full-scale demonstration of ITS in the cities with application like emergency services, tolling, public transport, parking etc. The Commission had reserved a stand together with ITS America and ITS Japan (the Global eSafety Stand), but this had not been built and the Commission had to share part of the ERTICO stand. The situation could not be solved even through the intervention of our Tokyo Delegation, and therefore our presence in the exhibition was unsatisfactory.

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


 
The ITS World Stand 


   
Mr. P. Fillon and Mr. J. Jaaskelainen at the 

  
Commission “stand”

On the technical side, the by far hottest topic was Dedicated Short-Range Communication (DSRC) both in the technical sessions and in the exhibition. In the U.S., research is ongoing for developing a highly reliable high-bandwidth DSRC link operating on 5.9 GHz band for the Vehicle-Infrastructure Integration (VII) applications. In Japan, the SMARTWAY will be based on 5.8 GHz DSRC, same than is now used in their Electronic Toll Collection system (ETC). The Japanese ETC has bi-directional link and higher bandwidth than in the European equivalent Electronic Fee Collection (EFC) standard. A large number of applications based on this technology is under development, including payment of parking and gasoline, uploading of maps and information, even Internet access. In Europe, work is ongoing both in EU programmes and in the industry in this domain, but major work packages are expected with the IST Call 4 (eSafety Co-operative Systems)

The next ITS World Congress will take place in San Francisco, California on 6-10 November 2005, with the theme “Enabling Choices in Transportation”. The next European ITS Congress where the Commission will have strong presence will take place in Hanover, Germany on 1-3 June, 2005.

The European Commission participation at the 11th ITS World Congress:

· H.E. Mr. Bernhard Zepter, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Commission in Japan

· Mr. Pierrick Fillon, Delegation of the European Commission in Japan

· Mr. André Vits, HoU, DG INFSO C5

· Mr. Juhani Jaaskelainen, HoS, DG INFSO C5

· Mr. Fabrizio Minarini, DG INFSO C5
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