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eSafety Support eNewsletter: No. 2 – 14 July 2006 
 
eSafety Support’s eNewsletter gives you a regular update on eSafety 
activities and events, as well as news from its stakeholders. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about the newsletter, please contact 
the eSafety Support Office: info@esafetysupport.org  
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·  European eSafety experts meet in Gothenburg 
·  Nomadic Device Forum sets out roadmap for safe integration of 

portable devices 
·  eCall successfully demonstrated in Paris on 8-12 June 
·  EU and India to increase cooperation in bid to improve road safety 
·  Work on eCall standardisation requirements one step nearer to 

completion 
·  Conference advocates merging passive and active safety 
·  Constructing a European accidentology database 
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approach to road safety 
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eCall 
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·  Sensor fusion experts meet in Brussels 
·  Joint action to cut number of road fatalities 
·  EU-India Workshop shining example of international cooperation 
·  Announcement: eSafety Forum opens its membership 
·  First public demonstration of a new innovative solution for eCall 
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·  Autoliv signs eCall MoU 
·  Putting pedestrian safety in the driving seat 
·  eSafety Support – Working to save lives 
·  GST RESCUE on the move 
·  Less fatal road accidents in Germany 
·  MAPS&ADAS and ADASIS Forum pave way for standardised 

interface 
 
*********************************************************************  

Meetings & Events 

Here the most important events for the next months:  

·  28-30 August: XXVI International Baltic Road Conference, Kuressaare, 
Estonia  

·  5 - 8 September: IEEE International Conference on ITS, Toronto, 
Canada  

·  7 September: Communications Working Group meeting, Brussels, 
Belgium   

·  12 September: Service Providers: role in eCall, Brussels, Belgium  
·  18 September: Third eSafety Observers Regional Meeting, Turin, Italy  
·  21 September: Fourth eSafety Observers Regional Meeting, Athens, 

Greece   
·  27 - 28 September: i2010 High Level Workshop, Helsinki, Finland  
·  8 - 12 October: ITS World Congress, London, UK  
·  11 October: eSafety Forum Steering Group Meeting, London, UK  
·  11 October: International Cooperation Working Group meeting, 

London, UK  
·  13 October: International Workshop on Communications, COMeSafety, 

London, UK  
·  22 - 27 October: FISITA 2006, Yokohama, Japan  
·  8 November: eSafety Forum Plenary Meeting, Brussels, Belgium  
·  14 November: Implementation Road Maps Workshop, Brussels, 

Belgium 

For more events and meetings check the eSafety Support website: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_events/   

If you would like to unsubscribe from this service, please go to 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/news/subscribe_to_newsletter/unsubs
cribe.htm 

 
*********************************************************************  
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European eSafety experts meet in Gothenburg 
 
Creation date: 27 June 2006 
 
The Second eSafety Regional Meeting held on 15 June 2006 in Gothenburg, 
Sweden analysed eSafety developments in Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden.  
 
The European Commission gave a strategic overview of the eSafety Initiative, 
while eSafety Support gave a presentation of current eSafety Priorities and 
the planned Communication Platform for eSafety, which will aim to make the 
advantages of eSafety systems known to the general public.  In the afternoon 
session, regional observers and stakeholders reported on ongoing activities in 
their respective countries.  
 
Discussion took place around a number of topics, including cooperative 
systems, public awareness and the use of incentives to speed up the 
implementation of eSafety systems. 
 
The meeting ended on a positive note, concluding that the Nordic countries 
are all very advanced in the implementation of eSafety systems. However, a 
number of areas where further efforts are required were identified, including 
the need to raise public awareness of eSafety systems, keep eSafety on the 
political agenda and increase cooperation amongst the Nordic countries and 
between the Nordic countries and other EU countries. 
 
For more information about the meeting, click here or contact 
info@esafetysupport.org   
 
 

 

*************************************************************************************** 
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Nomadic Device Forum sets out roadmap for safe integration 
of portable devices 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 
The European Nomadic Device Forum workshop on 15-16 May 2006 made 
good progress in defining the requirements and identifying a positive business 
case for a harmonised in-vehicle portable device gateway. Such a smart 
vehicle-device gateway would make it possible to dock any standard portable 
device, like an iPod, mobile phone or portable navigation device, in the car 
and operate it in a safe manner.  
 
Two working groups met on the first day and on the second day a plenary 
session was organised, summing up the main findings of the two groups.  
 
Setting out the requirements  
The “Smart-vehicle device gateway” Working Group refined the vision for safe 
nomadic device integration in the vehicle, defining general use-cases for a 
portable device gateway, providing a first definition of requirements and 
setting out a work plan for next steps.  
 
 According to the Working Group conclusions, the gateway should provide 
battery charging for nomadic devices, offer access to multiple devices at once 
and be able to discriminate between driver and passenger applications. 
Carmakers should be able to configure the gateway so that it only supports 
certified devices and applications. Based on these general requirements, the 
Working Group will go on to define a functional description of the gateway that 
will later be turned into a technical architecture and functional definition of 
standards. 
 
The car industry is prepared to define the vehicle side of the specifications, 
but wants to see a corresponding willingness by the nomadic device industry 
to adapt portable devices to enable safe integration and use within the 
vehicle. The Forum will therefore organise a set of high-level talks between 
the two groups to agree the objectives and means of collaboration for defining 
the common gateway. 
 
Identifying the commercial incentives 
The Working Group on “Commercial issues for vehicle-device integration” 
examined the business drivers and requirements for a portable device 
gateway, looking at how barriers to closer integration could be lifted. The 
working group pointed to the need to find a win-win business approach for the 
development of the gateway, as there is currently no clear business case for 
the automotive industry to implement such a gateway in their vehicles.  
 
The automotive context and its requirements must therefore be promoted to a 
greater extent to both the consumer electronics industry and standardisation 
bodies. Safe integration of portable devices within the vehicle should also be 
promoted to the consumer, preferably in a ‘story’ format that makes the 
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benefits of such integration immediately clear. It was agreed that customers’ 
needs and expectations needed to be more clearly defined. 
 
For more information, please visit the Aide Project and Nomadic Device 
Forum website.   
 
 
* ********************************************************************  
 
 
eCall successfully demonstrated in Paris on 8-12 June 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 

 
GST Partner Orange was present at the “Challenge 
Bibendum” event in Paris on 8-12 June with its 
concept-car, demonstrating a variety of in-vehicle 
mobile services, developed in the framework of the 

Global System for Telematics (GST) project. These included services targeted 
to the driver, such as traffic information and navigation, as well as the 
passenger, such as music and videos. Demonstrations focused particularly on 
the automotive emergency call eCall. 
 
The Challenge Bibendum is an international event that aims to make opinion 
leaders, the media and decision-makers aware of how the current state of 
science and technology can pave the way towards the development of 
appropriate forms of mobility. By highlighting the most significant advances in 
the three fields energy, road mobility and road safety, it helps the audience 
understand, via demonstrations, the different technological solutions that 
exists. 
 
More than 500 international journalists attended the event as well as more 
than 3000 visitors. 
 
For more information, please visit the eCall Toolbox. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
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EU and India to increase cooperation in bid to improve road 
safety 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 

European and Indian road transport stakeholders 
meeting in Brussels on 1 June agreed to significantly 
strengthen cooperation in the field of Intelligent 
Transport Systems and Services (ITS). The conference, 
organised by the ERTICO-coordinated EU-India project 

and supported by the European Commission, attracted several high-level 
public and private sector participants from the two regions. 
 
“This meeting has proved a real boost to EU-India ITS cooperation”, Jacob 
Bangsgaard, ERTICO Director of External Affairs and Communications, 
commented. “Important ITS demonstrations will be launched in India with the 
assistance of European stakeholders, and we have a clear commitment from 
key players to support further Indian ITS deployment activities”. 
 
 The EU-India event aimed to assess how road safety and sustainable 
mobility in India can be enhanced with the help of ITS. India has one of the 
highest road accident rates in the world – more than 80,000 people are killed 
every year. Due to the phenomenal growth in the number of vehicles in the 
country, traffic is having an increasingly negative impact on the urban 
environment and the need to upgrade India’s traffic management systems has 
become pressing.   
 
Participants agreed on the need to develop an ITS road map for India that 
sets out key priorities and action points. As a first step, delegates concurred 
that urban traffic planning and management must be improved in order to 
make the most of the existing infrastructure. Digital mapping, traffic data 
collection and broadcasting will be key factors in this respect. Participants 
also pointed to the need to develop an emergency management system. 
 
As a first collaboration activity, delegates decided to start work on defining a 
series of demonstrations intended to showcase the benefits that ITS solutions 
can offer and raise awareness among Indian decision makers of the potential 
of ITS. In particular, participants agreed that ITS can greatly improve traffic 
management in connection with large events, and committed to evaluating in 
greater detail how ITS could help ease the management of the Dehli 
Commonwealth Games, scheduled for 2010.  
 
On a more long-term basis, delegates pledged to support the creation of a 
centre of excellence for ITS in India and increase cooperation on ITS training 
and education between the two regions. 
 
Among the high-level participants attending the event were André Vits, Head 
of the European Commission’s ICT for Transport Unit, A. P. Bahadur from the 
Indian Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, O.P. Agarwal from the 
Indian Ministry of Urban Development, as well as numerous participants from 
both Indian and European industry. 
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 For more information, please visit the EU-India website. 
 

 
From the left: Rasmus Lindholm and Jacob Bangsgaard from ERTICO, 
P.K. Nanda from the Central Road Research Institute of India, 
Mike Hollingsworth from ACEA. 
 
 

 
From the left: Arnold van Zyl from ERTICO, A.P. Bahadur from the                                                
Indian Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, André Vits from the                                                  
European Commission, O.P. Aggarwal from the Indian Ministry of                                                  
Urban Development. 
 
 

*********************************************************************  
 
 
Work on eCall standardisation requirements one step nearer 
to completion 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 

Meeting in ERTICO headquarters in Brussels on 16-17 
May, members of the Mobile Standards Group of the 
European Telecommunication Standardisation Institute 
(ETSI-MSG) and other transport and 
telecommunications stakeholders made good progress 
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in the work to define specifications for eCall – the pan-European in-vehicle 
emergency call. 
 
Generated either manually by a vehicle occupant or automatically via 
activation of in-vehicle sensors, an eCall will establish voice contact with the 
nearest emergency centre (Public Service Answering Point - PSAP) and 
automatically transmit a minimum set of data about the accident. 
 
The development of the standardisation requirements that will enable the 
transmission of such in-vehicle voice and data to the PSAP will be the 
responsibility of the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), a 
collaboration effort between Europe, Japan, China, North America and South 
Korea, aimed at defining a globally applicable third generation (3G) mobile 
phone system specification. ETSI_MSG will provide recommendations on the 
path that 3GPP should follow. 
 
One clear recommendation emanating from the meeting was to use in-band 
modems for transmitting the minimum set of data about the accident to the 
emergency centre.  
 
Debating whether or not SIM cards should be required for eCalls, ERTICO 
Project and Development Manager Rasmus Lindholm pointed out that the 
eCall Driving Group has not put forth a firm requirement for the PSAP to be 
able to call back the vehicle, eliminating one justification for the use of SIM 
cards. The ability to identify the calling number has been another argument 
used to justify the need for SIM cards. However, as the minimum set of data 
transmitted to the PSAP includes the vehicle identification number - an 
alternative and equally good means of identification - this justification has 
been weakened. A report assessing the pros and cons of requiring SIM cards 
for eCalls will be published shortly by a group of network operators. 
 
Discussing the timeline for work on the eCall standard, there was agreement 
that March 2007 should be the target date for completion. 
 
For further information, please visit the eCall Toolbox or contact 
eCall@esafetysupport.org. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Conference advocates merging passive and active safety 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 
The Commission-funded Advanced Passive Safety Network (ASPN) and the 
Integrated Project on Advanced Protection Systems (APROSYS) organised a 
conference on passive safety in Vienna on 12 May. 
 
APROSYS is part of the Integrated Safety Programme, in which major 
Commission-funded projects such as GST, PReVENT and AIDE are active 
members.  
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The Vienna event featured a special session on integrated safety systems 
and a discussion panel chaired by Fabrizio Minarini explored how active and 
passive safety could be merged to a greater extent. In particular, Mr Minarini 
advocated the need to devise a testing programme combining active and 
passive safety, and announced the European Commission’s intention to 
launch a call for the development of such a system in the Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7) for research. 
 
For more information, contact the PReVENT Project Manager Maxime 
Flament. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Constructing a European accidentology database 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 
The Commission-funded SafetyNET project organised an event in Prague on 
10-11 May aimed at examining the way data-driven road and vehicle safety 
polices are formed and identify the challenges that will come with new 
technologies and post-2010 casualty reduction targets. A key goal was to 
progress with the work on setting up a harmonised European accidentology 
database. 
 
The Integrated Project PReVENT was present at the event and advocated the 
need for including more information on what happens before a crash in such a 
pan-European database. PReVENT focuses on developing Advanced Driver 
Assistance Systems that help drivers avoid accidents by informing them about 
potential dangers, warning them if there is no reaction to the information and 
actively assisting or ultimately intervening if necessary. More information on 
pre-accident causation could greatly aid development efforts in this field.  
 
The SafetyNET project’s main focus is on harmonising accident reporting 
throughout Europe. PReVENT therefore drew attention to the need to add 
additional parameters that could help address the needs of the road users in 
terms of active safety.   
 
Among other relevant European projects in the field of accidentology, TRACE 
(Traffic Accident Causation in Europe) is one of the most promising for active 
safety accidentology. The project will evaluate the most frequent accident 
scenarios and assess which safety applications could best address these. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
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Make Roads Safe Report Launched 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 
Road deaths are a global epidemic on the scale of Malaria and Tuberculosis 
and G8 leaders must do more to tackle road safety in developing countries, 
warns a report launched 8 May 2006 by the Commission for Global Road 
Safety, an organisation dedicated to reducing the 1.2 million deaths and 15 
million serious injuries caused by road traffic crashes each year. 
 
Former NATO Chief Lord Robertson, the Commission Chairman, issued a 
stark warning that failing to act on road deaths – which are second only to 
HIV/AIDS as a global killer of young men – will jeopardise key development 
goals on health and poverty.  
 
 More than 85% of casualties are in low and middle-income countries. Road 
deaths in these countries are forecast to almost double by 2020. The report 
‘Make Roads Safe’ therefore demands urgent action:  
 
G8 countries must support a $300 million, 10 year Action Plan to improve 
road safety in developing countries.  
Road projects in developing countries funded with overseas development aid 
must include a minimum 10% for road safety improvements including 
engineering measures, safety rating and assessment, and wider community 
based road safety initiatives.  
A United Nations Road Safety summit – the first ever such meeting - must be 
convened to coordinate an international approach to road traffic injury 
prevention.  
  
Despite causing death and injury on a similar scale to global diseases like 
Malaria and TB, road traffic injuries are not included in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and receive overseas funding which is a tiny 
fraction of that allocated to Malaria and TB.  
 
Road crashes also hit the poorest countries and poorest people hardest. The 
annual economic costs of road crashes to low and middle-income nations are 
estimated at between $65 billion - $100 billion. This compares with official 
overseas aid in 2005 of $106 billion. The majority of those killed or injured are 
pedestrians and other vulnerable road users. Road injury is a significant 
cause of poverty amongst lower income families who lose a breadwinner.  
 
Lord Robertson will be sending the Make Roads Safe report to all the G8 
leaders in advance of the St Petersburg G8 Summit in July 2006 and is calling 
for global road safety to be included in the agenda of a future G8 summit. UK 
Prime Minister Tony Blair has already written to Lord Robertson confirming 
that he would support including road safety in a future G8 agenda.  
 
Commenting on the report, Lord Robertson said:  
 
“In 2005 millions of people, and the leaders of the G8, responded to the call to 
Make Poverty History. Yet many of the gains for development won in 2005 will 
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be at risk if action is not taken to reverse the growing epidemic of road traffic 
death and injury, with its terrible human and economic cost. Every day 3000 
people are killed in road crashes. We know that many of these deaths are 
preventable. But we need political leadership from the G8 and a significant 
increase in resources if we are to Make Roads Safe.” 
 
Michael Schumacher, 7 times Formula One World Champion and a member 
of the Commission, said:  
 
“We need to make people aware of the real human cost of road traffic injuries 
across the developing world. Five hundred children are dying every day and 
thousands more are being disabled or injured. This is why I support the 
campaign to Make Roads Safe.”  
 
David Ward, FIA Foundation Director General, said:  
 
“The five main development lending banks, like the World Bank, together fund 
road projects worth $4 billion a year. Yet between them, these five institutions 
have just two road safety specialists. The G8 has approved major 
development funding for new roads in Africa, but road safety is not part of the 
package. Unless we make roads safe in Africa, Asia and elsewhere, a whole 
generation will suffer the human tragedy and economic cost of rising road 
deaths. If we are to Make Poverty History we must Make Roads Safe”. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Transport Research Arena in Gothenburg 12-15 June 2006 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 
The Transport Research Arena (TRA) 2006 Conference took place in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 12-15 June 2006 on the theme “Cleaner, safer and 
smarter road transport for Europe”.  
 
TRA 2006 focused on the implementation of the European Research Area in 
support of a sustainable, more efficient and safer road transport system in 
Europe. The event was organised jointly by the European Commission, the 
European Road Transport Research Advisory Council (ERTRAC), and the 
Conference of European Directors of Roads (CEDR). 
 
The conference was complemented by a major exhibition showcasing how 
recent and future road research and technological development in Europe is 
supporting the conference theme. eSafety Support had a stand at the 
exhibition, informing about the benefits of intelligent vehicle safety systems.  
 
A Strategic Research Agenda 
The objective of the conference was to promote the strategic alignment of 
road transport research, bringing together all European road research 
stakeholders around a shared ‘Strategic Research Agenda’. Among other 
things, this means combining and coordinating European, national, regional 
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and private research actions, improving networking and pooling research and 
development capacities.  
 
Participants included industry and research managers, senior researchers, 
engineers and scientists, as well as representatives of public authorities from 
across Europe and around the world. 
 
For further details on the conference, please visit www.traconference.com.  
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Road cleared for pan-European implementation of eCall 
 
Creation date: 19 June 2006 
 

On 24-25 April the eCall Driving Group (DG) held its 
final meeting, aiming to pave the way for the 
introduction of the pan-European in-vehicle emergency 
call system in 2010. The different sub-working groups 
under the eCall DG presented the results of their 
activities, and a final set of recommendations for the 

introduction of eCall was agreed. 
 
Participants discussed a series of potential obstacles to full-scale rollout of the 
pan-European in-vehicle emergency call. 
When activated, eCall will automatically 
transmit a minimum set of data (MSD) 
containing information about the vehicle 
involved in the accident to the nearest 
emergency centre (Public Service 
Answering Point). The participants 
discussed what should be included in this 
MSD and reached an agreement. 
However, a final study is needed in order 
to get an overview of whether the PSAPs have access to a Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN) database to identify the vehicle, or whether e.g. 
vehicle make and model should be included as mandatory information in the 
MSD. 
 
As the eCall DG remains technology neutral the definition of the performance 
criteria for the public eCall service was discussed. An agreement on both the 
overall performance criteria and the different domains in the eCall service 
chain was drafted, agreed and adopted by the participants.   
 
Finally, the participants updated the rollout plan for the introduction of eCall by 
including different milestones, the first being that ALL involved stakeholders, 
including the Member States, have to show their commitment by signing the 
eCall Memorandum of Understanding by the end of 2006. 
 
More information about this meeting can be found here. 
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For more information about eCall, please visit the eCall Toolbox. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Norway signs up to eCall 
 
Creation date: 16 June 2006 
 

On the occasion of the Transport, Telecommunications 
and Energy Council in Luxemburg on 8 June, Norway 
signed the eCall Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU). Norway is the first non-EU country to sign the 
Memorandum. The move gives a significant boost to 

the service, which aims to substantially reduce the time needed for 
emergency services to respond to road accidents.  
 
Viviane Reding, the European Commissioner responsible for Information 
Society and Media, congratulated Norway for joining Finland, Sweden, 
Greece, Italy, Lithuania, Slovenia, Cyprus and Switzerland in the signature of 
the MoU. “This is an important step towards the implementation of the pan-
European eCall service. As the 
European Parliament stressed in its 
recently approved report, it is 
important that all Member States sign 
the MoU as soon as possible, in order 
to demonstrate a clear commitment to 
the implementation of eCall to other 
stakeholders. I would like to 
encourage all the Member States to 
join Norway and the other European 
countries that already signed the eCall 
MoU. eCall is for the benefit of the 
European citizens,” she said.  
 
 Generated either manually by a vehicle occupant or automatically via 
activation of in-vehicle sensors, an eCall will establish voice contact with the 
nearest emergency centre and automatically transmit key data about the 
accident, including the accurate location. This will enable emergency 
personnel to reach the scene of the accident faster, thereby increasing 
victims’ chances of survival. 
 
©We firmly believe that the system will save lives and reduce the social burden 
by improving the notification of road accidents and speeding up emergency 
service response. Norway supports the ambition of introducing the system by 
2009, and will actively contribute to the development and agreement of 
implementation plans conforming to the principles of a pan-European eCall 
service,© said Norwegian State Secretary, Steinulf Tungesvik. 
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For more information, please visit the eCall Toolbox.   
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
European eSafety Experts meet in Galicia 
 
Creation date: 26 May 2006 
 
The First Regional eSafety Observers meeting took place on 15 May in Vigo, 
Spain. Bringing together eSafety stakeholders from Spain and Portugal, the 
meeting informed participants about the eSafety initiative and its latest 
developments. 
  
A press conference took place with eSafety Support, CTAG (Automotive 
Technological Centre of Galicia) and the Galician Council for Innovation, 
Industry and Commerce. Jacob Bangsgaard, Director of the eSafety Support 
project, explained to the local and specialised press that “the eSafety initiative 
is a project that requires the involvement of all audiences and has the 
objective of making the public aware of the importance of incorporating safety 
systems in the vehicles in order to reduce the number of fatal victims in 
accidents”. 
  
The meeting’s morning session provided an overview of the eSafety initiative 
and the status of eSafety implementation in the EU. Spanish eSafety 
Observers reported on the status of eSafety in their country. In the afternoon 
session, eSafety stakeholders presented ongoing activities in their respective 
countries. The meeting then led into a discussion on the “Next steps for 
eSafety in the EU and on the Iberian Peninsula”. The meeting concluded with 
a guided tour of CTAG’s facilities where participants had the opportunity to 
view the latest technological solutions for the car industry. 
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**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Successful eSafety Forum gives new impetus to eSafety 
implementation 
 
Creation date: 19 May 2006 
 
Meeting in Brussels on 2-3 May 2006, the eSafety Forum launched a series of 
new activities aimed at supporting the development and implementation of 
smarter, safer and cleaner vehicles. 
 
As a joint platform bringing together over 150 active members representing all 
road safety stakeholders, the eSafety Forum is largely recognised by both 
Member States and the larger international community as the driving force in 
promoting intelligent vehicle safety systems  - eSafety - in Europe. 
 
Several high level speakers contributed to 
the Forum’s May meeting, including Fabio 
Colasanti, Director General of the 
Commission’s Information Society and 
Media DG; Arnold van Zyl, CEO of 
ERTICO; Ivan Hodac, Secretary General of 
ACEA; Monica Sundström from the 
Swedish Road Administration; Dr Csaba 
Csapodi from the Permanent 
Representation of Hungary to the EU; 
MEPs Malcolm Harbour and Ari Vatanen, 
as well as numerous Industry 
representatives.  
 
A broad agenda 
 
The Forum reviewed the eSafety Initiative’s progress to date, adopting the 
recommendations of numerous eSafety Working Groups, including those of 
the Communication, Implementation Road Map and Heavy Duty Working 
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Groups. Particular attention was devoted to the recommendations of the eCall 
and User Outreach Working Groups.  
 
eCall is an in-vehicle emergency call that can be launched either manually or 
automatically via sensors after an accident has occurred. Forum members 
endorsed the eCall Driving Group’s recommendations, encouraging all 
stakeholders to work together to complete the last remaining open issues, 
with a particular focus on developing a business case for eCall and exploring 
the use of incentives to encourage the speedy implementation of the service. 
Member States were urged to sign the eCall Memorandum of Understanding, 
launched by ERTICO, ACEA and the Commission in 2004. A proposal was 
also made to initiate an analysis of an eCall system designed for two-
wheelers. 
 
The User Outreach Working Group’s recommendation to establish an eSafety 
Communication Platform was positively received and endorsed by the Forum 
members. Focusing on three main pillars – media work, marketing and 
political work, the Platform will work closely with communication and 
campaign managers, media and marketing experts. The FIA Foundation will 
take the leading role in the establishment of the Platform, but Forum members 
emphasised the need for the broad involvement of all relevant stakeholders. 
As its first task, the Communication Platform will explore the possibility of 
launching a promotion campaign for Electronic Stability Control (ESC). 
 
Further broadening the work of the eSafety Forum, participants approved the 
creation of two new Working Groups: “ICT for Clean Mobility” and “Services-
Oriented Architecture”. 
 
For more information about the 5th  eSafety Forum Plenary Session, please 
click here or contact info@esafetysupport.org. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
The EP adopts road map for eCall 
 
Creation date: 09 May 2006 
 

The European Parliament adopted on 27 April, by a 
large majority, the report by British MEP Gary Titley on 
the introduction of eCall as a public service. The report 
recommends that all European authorities include 
information on the in-vehicle emergency call within their 

public road safety campaigns and points out that "the large-scale-roll-out of 
eCall by 2009 is a priority of the eSafety initiative". Presenting eCall to the 
MEPs, the Commissioner for Information Society and Media, Viviane Reding, 
reiterated the importance of full community support and commitment from all 
stakeholders if the target to install eCall in all new vehicles by 2009 is to be 
achieved. 
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The discussion that followed showed that most of the MEPs fully support the 
European Commission initiative. This sends a positive message to the 
industry, which has worked hard on developing the road map for eCall 
implementation and on defining the eCall architecture. If implemented in all 
new vehicles and all Member States, the system could save up to 2,500 lives 
annually on Europe’s roads. The positive feedback from the European 
Parliament is important for pushing this process forward. 
 
 MEPs, however, voiced concern over Member States’ limited involvement in 
the preparations for European-wide implementation of the system by 2009, 
pointing out that some Member States have also been reluctant to promote 
112 as the single emergency number in Europe. eCall is based on the use of 
112.  
 
National efforts to prepare emergency services for handling eCalls were also 
deemed to be insufficient, and the report recommends that further efforts and 
resources be allocated for language training and an upgrade of identification 
and call handling services. 
 
MEPs stressed the importance of all Member States signing the eCall 
Memorandum of Understanding, a memorandum produced by the eCall 
Driving Group - the group set up to produce a framework architecture and a 
business model for eCall.  
 
The European Parliament also invited stakeholders to pursue more detailed 
cost-efficiency analysis of the actions to be undertaken to implement eCall 
and called on all stakeholders to work together to define incentives to speed 
up the introduction of the service. 
 
Commissioner Reding expressed her gratitude towards the European 
Parliament for adopting the report supporting the Commission’s efforts in 
making eCall a reality in Europe. However, she also voiced her 
disappointment regarding some stakeholders’ lack of involvement in eCall 
implementation efforts, such as the insurance industry. Referring to a recent 
letter from the insurers where they point out that there is a complete lack of 
evidence to support the view that insurers will derive benefit from eCall, she 
said: ”The Commissioner finds this position totally unacceptable. I would like 
to remind all of you that eCall is not about making money to somebody’s 
pocket, but about saving lives”. 
 
For more information, please visit the eCall Toolbox. 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 Helping Cars and Infrastructure cooperate 
 
Creation date: 03 April 2006 
 
CVIS (Cooperative Vehicle-Infrastructure Systems), a major new European 
research and development project, aims to design, develop and test the 
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technologies needed to allow cars to communicate with each other and with 
the nearby roadside infrastructure. This project started officially on 1 February 
2006 and was launched at Volvo’s premises in Brussels on 14-15 March 2006 
with a General Assembly of its 63 consortium members. 
 

 
Participants voting for the official CVIS logo at the General Assembly 
 
Project Manager Paul Kompfner remarks: “CVIS’ achievements will increase 
road safety and efficiency and reduce the environmental impact of road 
transport. The project’s ambition is to begin a revolution in mobility for 
travellers and goods, completely re-engineering how drivers, their vehicles, 
the goods they carry and the transport infrastructure interact.”  
 

 
Paul Kompfner (ERTICO), CVIS Project Manager  
 
With CVIS, drivers will influence the traffic control system directly, and get 
guidance to the quickest route to their destination. Information shown on road 
signs will be available wirelessly and be shown on a display in the vehicle. 
Such displays can also warn drivers of approaching emergency vehicles, 
allowing emergency personnel to reach accidents faster with less danger for 
themselves and for cars along their path. In the same way, hazardous goods 
shipments can be tracked at all times and have priority along a pre-selected 
safe route.  
 
All this however, can only happen if there is full interoperability in the 
communication between different makes of vehicle and between vehicles and 
different types of roadside systems. CVIS will build on the ISO “CALM” 
standards to develop a world “first”: a standardised networking terminal 
capable of connecting continuously and seamlessly using a wide range of 
communication media, including mobile cellular and wireless local area 
networks, short-range microwave (DSRC) or infra-red. The same CVIS “box” 
can serve both in the vehicle and in roadside equipment.  
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Francisco de Lacerda Melo Ferreira (European Commision), CVIS Project Officer 
 
To validate the project’s results, all CVIS technologies and applications will be 
tested at one or more test sites in six European countries: France, Germany, 
Italy, Netherlands/Belgium, Sweden and the UK. 
 
However, technology is not the only stumbling block on the road to a reality 
where every car, every traffic light, every road sign and every kilometre of 
roadway is equipped with CVIS-like technology. A number of non-technical 
obstacles will also have to be overcome. The CVIS project is therefore 
creating a toolkit to address key “deployment enablers” such as user 
acceptance, data privacy and security, system openness and interoperability, 
risk and liability, public policy needs, cost/benefit and business models, and 
roll-out plans for implementation. The European Commission DG Information 
Society and Media is supporting the CVIS project with a maximum grant of 
€22 million towards the project budget of €41 million. 
 
For more information contact cvis@mail.ertiico.com or visit the CVIS 
project page.  
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 

eCall experts agree on priority actions 
 
Creation date: 31 March 2006 
 

Meeting in Budapest on 23 March, eCall experts 
discussed a series of potential obstacles to full-scale 
roll out of the pan-European in-vehicle emergency call. 
Generated either manually by a vehicle occupant or 
automatically via activation of in-vehicle sensors, an 

eCall will establish voice contact with the nearest emergency centre (Public 
Service Answering Point) and automatically transmit a minimum set of data 
about the accident. 

 Participants discussed what should be included in this minimum set of data, 
comparing two proposals developed by ACEA and GST RESCUE. The issue 
of data protection was examined, and it was agreed that a meeting would be 



eSafety Support Office, The Blue Tower, 2nd floor, Avenue Louise 326, 1050 Brussels, Belgium, 
Tel: +32 (0)2 400 07 18, Fax: +32 (0)2 400 07 01, http://www.esafetysupport.org/ 

20 

organised at a later stage to discuss the subject further once the data 
protection officers had finalised their recommendations. 

Delegates also discussed the additional 
workload that eCall will create for the 
Public Service Answering Points 
(PSAPs), including the risk of generating 
false emergency calls. More statistics are 
however needed on similar systems 
currently on the market triggering alarm 
calls to service centres.  

Finally, participants looked into the costs 
associated with implementing eCall. 
PSAPs will need to upgrade their emergency response services so that they 
can deal with so called E112 calls – emergency calls from mobile phones with 
location information. Additionally they will have to invest in language training 
for staff. The eCall Driving Group agreed to produce a template for 
estimating such costs.  

The Driving Group will meet on 24 and 25 April to finalise the 
recommendations for eCall deployment, which will be presented at the 
eSafety Forum plenary meeting on 2 and 3 May. 

For more information please visit the eCall Toolbox.  

 

* ********************************************************************  

 
Cross-sectoral conference highlights 
importance of an integrated approach to road 
safety 
 
Creation date: 31 March 2006 
 

Organised by the Irish National Roads Authority, the 
conference “An Integrated Approach to Road Safety” 
gathered stakeholders from enforcement agencies and 
government departments, as well as legislators, 
educators and health care workers in Dublin on 7 and 8 

March. 

Giving an overview of current best practice in the field of road safety, the 
event featured speakers from Sweden, UK, USA, Denmark, Australia and 
Ireland. Rasmus Lindholm, from the eCall Driving Group, made a 
presentation on the road map for implementation of eCall, the pan-European 
in-vehicle emergency call.  
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Generated either manually by a vehicle occupant or automatically via 
activation of in-vehicle sensors, such a call will establish voice contact with 
the nearest emergency centre (Public Service Answering Point) and 
automatically transmit key data about the accident. 

Mr Lindholm said that significant progress had been made towards the full-
scale roll out of eCall, but that challenges still remained. If national and 
regional governments do not invest in the necessary infrastructure, he 
warned, eCall will not be available by the 2009 deadline. He went on to list a 
series of actions that Member States must implement if eCall is to succeed: 

·  Sign the Memorandum of Understanding on eCall 
·  Promote the single European emergency number 112 and so called 

E112 - 112 calls from mobile phones with location information. eCall 
technology will be based on E112 and it is therefore crucial that this is 
implemented Europe-wide.  

·  Prepare the Public Service Answering Points (PSAPs) for handling 
eCalls, allocating resources for language training and upgrading 
identification and call handling services. 

The eCall Driving Group’s final recommendations will be published end April 
2006. 

For more information please visit the eCall Toolbox.  

* ********************************************************************  

European Parliament’s Transport Committee 
adopts report on eCall 

Members of the European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism committee on 
21 March voted strongly in favour of a report urging the rapid implementation 
of eCall - the pan-European in-vehicle emergency call. Generated either 
manually by a vehicle occupant or automatically via activation of in-vehicle 
sensors, the eCall will establish voice contact with the nearest emergency 
centre (Public Service Answering Point) and automatically transmit key data 
about the accident, including its accurate location. 

The report, drafted by MEP Gary Titley, stresses that Member States should 
urgently sign the eCall Memorandum of Understanding to ensure that eCall 
is fully rolled out by the 2009 deadline. So far, only seven of the 25 EU 
Member States have signed: Cyprus, Finland, Greece, Italy, Lithuania, 
Slovenia and Sweden. 

The MEPs also criticise Member States for their lack of efforts in 
implementing and promoting the single European emergency number 112 and 
so called E112 - 112 calls from mobile phones with location information. eCall 
technology will be based on E112 and it is crucial that it is implemented 
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Europe-wide. The Committee members therefore ask the Commission to do 
an evaluation of national 
implementation actions  to date. 

National efforts to prepare the Public 
Service Answering Points for 
handling eCalls are also deemed to 
be insufficient, and the report 
recommends that further efforts and 
resources be allocated for language 
training and an upgrade of 
identification and call handling 
services. 

With estimates showing that eCall 
could save 2500 lives a year and 
€22 billion annually in costs related 
to accidents and €4 billion in annual 
congestion cost, the report assesses 
that the benefits of the system 
outweigh the cost, and urges 
stakeholders to work together to 
define incentives to speed up its 
introduction.  

The final adoption of the report is planned for 26 April 2006, when the 
European Parliament meets in plenum in Brussels.  

For more information please contact info@esafetysupport.org.  

 

* ********************************************************************  

 
Emergency Centre representatives meet on 16 
March to discuss eCall 
 
Creation date: 30 March 2006 

Emergency Centre representatives met in Madrid on 16 
March 2006 to discuss eCall - the pan-European in-
vehicle emergency call. Generated either manually by a 
vehicle occupant or automatically via activation of in-
vehicle sensors, such a call will establish voice contact 

with the nearest emergency centre (Public Service Answering Point) and 
automatically transmit key data about the accident. 
  
During the event in the Spanish capital, Michael Nielsen from the eCall 
Driving Group and Emilio Davila Gonzalez from the European Commission 
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presented the current status of the eCall initiative. Mr Alvarez from the 
organization 112 Asturias then went on to introduce the Spanish position on 
eCall. Spain supports the eCall initiative in general and wants to continue its 
involvement. Its main concern, however, is the possibility that false 
emergency calls could be generated through the eCall system once it is 
implemented in 2009. 

The eCall Driving Group will now investigate further Spain’s concerns and 
issue a study on false calls. The study will look into similar systems currently 
on the market triggering alarm calls to service centres. In addition, the Madrid 
Public Service Answering Point has agreed to make available the information 
about an automatic distress call system implemented in 3000 taxis in Madrid. 
Spanish experiences from implementing and running this system could 
potentially be used to minimise the probability for false alarms resulting from 
eCall implementation.  

Should the study conclude that there is a real risk of a substantial increase in 
false calls, Spain has suggested that an intermediary centre between the 
vehicle and the 112 Emergency Centres be established. Such a solution 
would however require that the emergency authorities introduce quality 
control mechanisms and that the intermediate operator work under the control 
of the local, regional or national emergency authorities.  

 

Visit to the Emergency Centre in Madrid      

Thanks to the Centro Emergencias 112 de la Comunidad de Madrid the event 
was a success and included a visit to the Emergency Centre’s facilities for the 
participants. 

 

More than 50 participants followed the discussion on eCall 
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More information about this meeting can be found here. 

For more information about eCall, please visit the eCall Toolbox.  

* ********************************************************************  

Sensor fusion experts meet in Brussels 
 
Creation date: 23 March 2006 

The Commission funded Fusion Forum organised their 1st workshop on 8 
March 2006 at the Volvo premises in Brussels. More than 70 sensor fusion 
experts from 50 organisations gathered to discuss research and deployment 
issues in their field. The presentation made by the European Commission 
supported IP PReVENT ProFusion2 Consortium met with great interest 
among the participants.  

The focus of the presentation was the Consortium’s progress in creating a 
framework for data fusion. Such a framework will allow safety applications to 
combine sensory data derived from various sources such as radars, cameras, 
etc. This will give the applications more reliable and accurate information to 
work with, resulting in better and more dependable systems. The goal is to 
obtain a wide view in space and time of the vehicle’s environment, using a 
limited number of low-cost sensors. 

This met with approval among the audience, and there was broad agreement 
that sensor data fusion research should be combined with the development of 
sensors so as to support advanced active and preventive safety functions in 
the best way. A working group will be established to work on a “White paper” 
on sensor data fusion in parallel to the ProFusion2 activities. 

 

Full house at Volvo’s premises in Brussels for the 1st Fusion Forum Workshop. 

Through the Fusion Forum the PReVENT subproject ProFusion2 will ensure 
the exchange of expertise between various stakeholder groups, such as 
Original Equipment Manufacturers, suppliers and research communities. The 
Forum also complements the expertise of the PReVENT partners and brings 
them together with sensor data fusion experts. 
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For more information, please visit the ProFusion website or contact the 
ProFusion2 dissemination manager Dr Aris Polychronopoulos.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Joint action to cut number of road fatalities 
 
Creation date: 21 March 2006 

On 2-3 March Bregenz, Austria, was the focus for road safety in Europe. Mr 
Hubert Gorbach, Transport Minister and President of the Council brought 
together the Transport Ministers of the EU Member States and Commissioner 
for Transport Mr Jacques Barrot.  

The ministers used the opportunity to compare different measures and 
campaigns in road safety. They agreed on a joint campaign for which experts 
will now draw up proposals. First ideas suggest a pan-European information 
campaign with billboards along major highways and at service stations. Mr 
Gorbach noted: “It is important to set joint road safety priorities in an age of 
increasing mobility. Our overriding objective is to cut the number of deaths on 
the roads by half throughout Europe”.  

 

Mr Gorbach and Commissioner Barrot at the Informal Meeting of Transport Ministers 

Commissioner Jacques Barrot stressed that there were three important 
approaches to road safety as far as the Commission is concerned: safe 
behaviour by traffic participants, safe roads and safe vehicles. He also 
mentioned that the Commission is considering introducing a road safety day. 

For more information, visit the EU Presidency website.  

* ********************************************************************  

EU-India Workshop shining example of 
international cooperation 
 
Creation date: 09 March 2006 
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The EC-supported EU-India project held its first 
workshop 2-3 March 2006 in Delhi, India. The event was 
attended by almost 20 ITS stakeholders from the EU and 
40 from India representing public authorities, research 
institutes and industry. The workshop discussed 

common interests relevant to both regions regarding EU-India eSafety 
cooperation and the use of ITS in India to improve road safety.  

On the first day of the event, the European delegation took the opportunity to 
conduct some site visits to the Central Road Research Institute, Delhi Traffic 
Police, TIFAC (Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Council) 
and NATRIP (National Automobile Testing and R&D Infrastructure Projects). 
Meetings with these institutes provided an insight into some of the key 
transport problems in India and current priority areas that could lead to joint 
cooperation activities.   

A strong European presence  lent its expertise at the workshop on the second 
day. Representatives of the EC delegation in India, including EC Ambassador 
to India Francisco Da Camara Gomes and Andrew Sors, Minister Counsellor 
Head of Science and Technology Section, were also in attendance. Mr Da 
Camara Gomes gave an opening speech in which he noted that the EU-India 
eSafety Cooperation was a positive initiative which would benefit both 
regions. Indian participants included members of the local Delhi government 
and representatives from Indian industry. 

The workshop looked at the possibility for EU-India collaboration on ITS for 
transport planning and management, including large events as the 
Commonwealth Games that Delhi is scheduled to host in 2010. The European 
participants offered beneficial insight from their own experiences in these 
areas.  

As a result of this activity, both the European and Indian interests have paved 
the way for collaborative efforts and are now establishing a framework for 
carrying them out. With both regions already present in each others’ markets, 
the common interest for cooperation is now being taken to a higher level. 
Large numbers of road fatalities are unfortunately not just a European 
problem – with over 80,000 road deaths annually in India, authorities are 
aiming to follow the European example and utilise ITS to help save lives. 

For more information, please contact India Project Coordinator Priti Prajapati 

To find out more about the EU-India project, its meetings and events, visit the 
EU-India website.  
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Speakers at the EU-India Workshop  
included EC Ambassador to India  
Francisco Da Camara Gomes (far right) 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
 

Announcement: eSafety Forum opens its 
membership 
 
Creation date: 09 March 2006 
 

The eSafety Forum is a joint platform involving 
over 150 active members representing all road 
safety stakeholders. Its general objective is to 
promote and monitor the implementation of the 
recommendations of the eSafety Working Groups 

(WGs) and to support the development, deployment and use of Intelligent 
Vehicle Safety Systems. Today, the eSafety Forum is largely recognised by 
both Member States and abroad as the driving force in promoting eSafety 
development and deployment in Europe.  

The eSafety Forum has scheduled two plenary meetings in 2006. The first 
plenary was organised on 2 and 3 May and took stock of eSafety 
achievements. The second plenary meeting will take place on 8 November.  

The eSafety Forum continues its activities through the work of the active 
working groups: Communications WG, eCall Driving Group, Implementation 
Road Map WG, International Cooperation WG, Research and Technological 
Development WG and User Outreach WG.   

The eSafety Forum has opened its membership to interested companies and 
organisations – giving the opportunity for more eSafety stakeholders to 
contribute to its activities. eSafety Forum membership is voluntary and does 
not entail any obligations. Members are kindly encouraged to join the active 
Working Groups. 

More information about the eSafety Forum 
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**************************************************************************************** 
 

 
First public demonstration of a new innovative 
solution for eCall 
 
Creation date: 07 March 2006 

Orange successfully demonstrated a new solution for European emergency 
call (eCall) system in their Orange Sequana concept car at the i2010 
Intelligent Car launch event organised by the European Commission at the 
Autoworld Museum in Brussels on 23 February. 
 

The eCall system installed by Orange on board of the Orange Sequana 
concept car is based on the specifications developed by the EC-supported 
GST subproject RESCUE. RESCUE aims to optimise the initialisation of the 
in-vehicle eCall via an expert system as well as optimise the eCall service 
chain by ensuring that in-vehicle data first reaches the emergency centres 
and then the emergency vehicles. The new innovative solution, specifically 
proposed and developed by Orange for application within the GST context, 
will be tested and validated in the next few months by GST partners in 
different European RESCUE test sites. 

During the launch event, EU Commissioner Mrs Viviane Reding and Head of 
Unit Mr Andre Vits showed great interest in the eCall demonstration and the 
Orange Sequana concept car. 

What is eCall? 

The in-vehicle eCall is an emergency call generated either manually by 
vehicle occupants or automatically via activation of in-vehicle sensors after an 
accident. When activated, the in-vehicle eCall system will send data and 
establish an emergency call with the nearest emergency services. 

For more information, please visit the GST RESCUE website or contact 
Michel Fond.   
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EU Commissioner Mrs Viviane Reding                            

 

Michel Fond (Orange) and André Vits (European Commission)  
in the Orange Sequana concept car     
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
  
 
 


