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eSafety Support eNewsletter: No. 3 – 20 December 2006 
 
eSafety Support’s quarterly eNewsletter gives you a regular update on 
eSafety activities and events, as well as news from stakeholders. 
 
If you would like to comment on this service, please send any feedback to 
info@esafetysupport.org  
 
Contents: 
 

·  27-28 February 2007: GST Final Workshop and Demonstration 
·  Extra safety, not extra prices for intelligent systems, say 

motorists 
·  An action plan for getting eCall back on track 
·  eSafety Forum calls for increased efforts to implement eCall 
·  Vice-President Jacques Barrot presents road safety awards 
·  30-31 January 2007: ATEC-ITS France Congress 
·  “ Roads to the Future”  field operational tests in the Netherlands 
·  IP PReVENT to host major exhibition in September 2007 
·  MAPS&ADAS SafeMap Joint Workshop- February 2007 
·  Increasing the use of life-saving technology on Europe’s roads 
·  Mapping the way to safer roads 
·  eSafetyAware! meeting provides new impetus to eSafety 

promotion 
·  Record number of sessions organised during the ITS World 

Congress 2006 
·  European Commission stand at 2006 ITS World Congress a great 

success 
·  CVIS Requirements Workshop organised on 18 and 19 October 

2006 
·  New awareness activity launched to promote accident-avoidance 

technologies 
·  Two eSafety Observers’ Regional Meetings organised in 

September 2006 
·  4th “ On safe roads in the XXI. century”  conference – 25-27 

October 2006 
·  The future of digital maps 
·  Learn how to develop and deploy ADAS safely 
·  A methodology for assessing the impact of active safety 

applications 
·  A digital road data infrastructure in the EU by 2012 
·  eSafety effects database launched 
·  Opportunity to showcase ITS innovations in India 
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Events & Meetings 

Here the most important events for the next months:  

·  15 January: 23rd eSafety Forum Steering Group Meeting, Brussels, 
Belgium  

·  17 January: Implementation Road Map Working Group Meeting, 
Brussels, Belgium  

·  18 January: Communications Working Group Meeting, Berlin, Germany  
·  1 February: MAPS&ADAS SafeMap Joint Final Workshop, Paris, 

France  
·  6 - 7 February: IP PReVENT Open Workshop, Location TBA  
·  21 February: 2nd eSafety Aware Plenary Meeting, Brussels, Belgium 

(members only)  
·  27 - 28 February: GST Final Workshop and Demonstration, Brussels, 

Belgium  
·  1 March: 7th eSafety Forum Plenary Meeting, Brussels, Belgium  
·  1 March: 24th eSafety Forum Steering Group Meeting, Brussels, 

Belgium  
·  17 April: Communications WG meeting, Location TBA  
·  8 May: i2010 event & ESC campaign launching event, Rome, Italy  
·  8 May: 2nd eSafety Forum High Level Meeting with the Industry, 

Rome, Italy  
·  15 - 16 May: ITS ©07 Prague, ITS 4th Dimension of Mobility, Prague, 

Czech Republic  
·  23 May: 25th eSafety Forum Steering Group Meeting, Brussels, 

Belgium  
·  6 June (tentative): 5th eSafety Observers Regional Meeting, Delft, 

Netherlands  
·  18 - 20 June: 6th ITS in Europe Congress and Exhibition, Aalborg, 

Denmark  
·  19 or 20 June (TBA): 3rd eSafety Aware Plenary Meeting, Brussels, 

Belgium (members only)  
·  20 June: Communications Working Group Meeting, Trondheim, 

Norway 

 

For more events and meetings check the eSafety Support website: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_events/   

The next eNewsletter will be issued in May 2007. If you would like to 
unsubscribe from this service, please go to 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/news/subscribe_to_newsletter/unsubs
cribe.htm 

 

 
**************************************************************************************** 
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Workshop on Spectrum Requirements for Road Safety 
 
Date: 01 March 2006 

The workshop on “Spectrum Requirements for Road Safety” took place 28 
February 2006 in Brussels. The workshop was proposed by the Radio 
Spectrum Committee (RSC) and organised by the European Commission. 
The RSC assists the Commission in the development and adoption of 
technical implementing measures aimed at ensuring harmonised conditions 
for the availability and efficient use of radio spectrum. 

The workshop participants discussed the spectrum requirements of future 
safety-critical applications in the context of Co-operative Systems, the status 
of spectrum harmonisation and standardisation activities in Europe and the 
rest of the world, as well as the next steps with regards to spectrum 
requirement issues.  

Mrs Rosalie Zobel from the European Commission chaired the meeting, which 
saw representatives from all major stakeholders, such as the RSC 
http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/infso/radiospectrum/home, the 
CEPT (European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications 
Administrations) http://www.cept.org/, ETSI (European Telecommunications 
Standards Institute) http://www.etsi.org/, the eSafety Forum 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_activities/esafety_forum/, the 
industry and other research projects.  

There are several meetings focussing on communication issues in 2006: the 
eSafety Forum Communication Working Group on 7 April 2006, the 
Architecture Workshop on Co-operative Systems in Brussels in July 2006, the 
2nd International Workshop on Communications organised by COMeSafety in 
London on 13 October 2006, and the eSafety Forum Plenary in Brussels in 
November 2006. 

For more information, please visit the eSafety events page 
(www.esafetysupport.org). 

**************************************************************************************** 
 

27-28 February 2007: GST Final Workshop and Demonstration�

Date: 20 December 2006 

 On 27-28 February 2007, the ERTICO-coordinated “Global System for 
Telematics” integrated project (GST) will hold its final workshop in Brussels to 
present and showcase its achievements. 

 The GST consortium has created an open and standardized end-to-end 
architecture for automotive telematics services, enabling vehicles to 
communicate with each other and the outside world. Such an open platform 
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also allows vehicle manufacturers, public services and certified companies to 
provide and distribute their own services to consumers.  

Subscribers can then have the flexibility and freedom to choose the telematics 
services that best suit their needs and budget. 

 The goal of the workshop is to present and discuss the GST validation 
results. There will also be plenty of opportunities to experience the GST 
demonstrators. 
  
Put the date in your diaries!! Registrations will be open from mid-January on.  

 For more information about GST, please consult www.gstforum.org or send 
an e-mail to gst_ipm@gstproject.org 

**************************************************************************************** 
Extra safety, not extra prices for intelligent systems, say 
motorists 
�
Date: 14 December 2006 
 
According to a recent Eurobarometer study, European motorists attach high 
importance to safety in choosing a car, but the perceived high price and lack 
of understanding of the benefits still slow down market penetration of 
intelligent safety systems. The European Commission has already recognised 
this and has increased efforts to raise awareness of the real benefits of 
intelligent safety systems.  
 
"Technology can greatly improve road safety and prevent accidents," said 
Viviane Reding, European Commissioner for Information Society and Media. 
"Together with industry we are working hard to develop Intelligent Safety 
Systems. Member States and stakeholders must ensure that these 
dramatically important and efficient technologies are quickly taken in use in all 
markets in Europe. These survey results underline how strongly Europeans 
feel and why we must all act now. "  
 
As a part of the Intelligent Car Initiative, launched in February 2006, the 
Commission initiated two surveys to learn about drivers© attitudes towards 
Intelligent Safety Systems and their knowledge on their use and benefits. A 
qualitative survey was performed in six countries (Finland, France, Germany, 
Italy, Poland and the UK) and a quantitative one was performed in all EU-25 
Member States with close to 25,000 interviews. These allow the Commission 
to understand users© attitudes towards new technologies and their level of 
knowledge, and to decide on further actions, such as public demonstrations, 
media events and campaigns. 
 
The survey showed that for motorists’ safety is highly important when buying 
a car but they do not want to pay for extra for the safety systems. This could 
be because they feel that cars should be safe even without them. The 
perceived high price of buying and maintaining safety systems was also a 
factor. No major differences between countries or between categories of road 
users were found. 
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Besides price, safety and fuel consumption are the two top criteria in choosing 
a car.  

·  Over 80% want Electronic Stability Control (ESC) in their next car. ESC 
is perceived as an extension of the already well known ABS and 
drivers are already familiar with its use and its advantages.  

·   
Over 70% want in-vehicle Emergency call (eCall) in their next car. 
Drivers understand that eCall can save lives if a crash occurs. Data 
privacy for eCall does not seem a problem: over 70% consider there is 
no or only a minor inconvenience to privacy, and its benefits are more 
important. 

The survey underlined the importance of User Awareness: Many citizens do 
not know enough about new intelligent vehicle safety systems© potential, or 
recognise them as something that improves safety. This is why the 
Commission welcomes the recent public-private communication platform 
"eSafetyAware!" to promote specific technologies through media events and 
campaigns with large media coverage.  

To read about the Eurobarometer study consults: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/news/extra_safety_not_extra_prices_f
or_intelligent_systems_say_motorists.htm 

**************************************************************************************** 
 
An action plan for getting eCall back on track 

�
Date: 13 December 2006 
 

 
The European Commission has proposed an urgent set 
of actions to restart moves to roll out the in-vehicle 
emergency call eCall in Europe. The Commission-
industry action plan agreed in 2005 to add eCall to all 
new cars in Europe by 2009 has stalled, warns the 

Commission status report of 23 November. While there has been significant 
progress at European level, some Member States have been slow to invest in 
infrastructure, and industry now refuses further action. 
  
"We urgently need to get eCall back on track," said Viviane Reding, EU 
Commissioner for Information Society and Media. "We have the technology. 
Now we need industry and Member States to move up a gear and help us 
make Europe©s roads safer sooner rather than later." 
  
The initial 2005 Commission-industry agreement contained a framework for 
rolling out eCall in Europe, targeting Member States which had to invest in 
emergency rescue service infrastructure. The Commission also agreed to 
monitor progress closely, and to take further action if eCall deployment was 
endangered. As eCall is based on the single European emergency number 
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112 and its location enhancement, E112, their implementation was also 
followed. 
  
This led to serious concerns. While the Commission has taken several 
measures supporting eCall deployment and standardisation, and some 
Member States have already started eCall deployment, many are not on track 
with the necessary infrastructure. Industry has already reacted with a new 
deployment timetable of 2010 instead of 2009. 
  
The Commission©s response is the Communication adopted on 23 November, 
"Bringing eCall back on track – Action Plan". It presents two actions that are 
crucial for making eCall a reality: 

1. Member States have been given clear actions with deadlines for 
solving the remaining legal, technical and socio-economic issues and 
proceeding with the necessary 112, E112 and eCall infrastructures;  

2. Industry is asked to renew its commitment to eCall. The Commission 
will also start negotiations with the associations of the automotive 
industry on a voluntary agreement for introducing eCall devices into 
vehicles. 

The Commission will provide further assistance by working on privacy and 
standardisation, and through field tests and public awareness campaigns, as 
part of the Intelligent Car initiative within the Commission©s i2010 strategy - a 
European Information Society for growth and jobs. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
eSafety Forum calls for increased efforts to implement eCall 
�
Date: 11 December 2006 
 
8 November 2006 meeting brings together more than 100 eSafety 
stakeholders 
�

More than 100 eSafety stakeholders came together in 
Brussels on 8 November 2006 for the 6th eSafety 
Forum Plenary to discuss how to move ahead with the 
Intelligent Car Initiative and eSafety in Europe. 

  
The eSafety Forum is a joint platform involving over 150 active members 
representing all road safety stakeholders. The Forum’s general objective is to 
promote the development, deployment and use of Intelligent Vehicle Safety 
Systems, so-called eSafety systems.  
  
Highlights of the meeting included the presentation of the 3rd Commission 
Communication ©Bringing eCall back on track© and the presentation and 
adoption of the ‘Information and Communication Technologies for Mobility 
Strategic Research Agenda’. Mr Rudolf Strohmeier, Head of European 
Commissioner Viviane Reding’s Cabinet, made a keynote address stressing 
the importance of bringing the benefits of the information society to the 
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citizens. Mr Strohmeier pointed to eCall as a good example of how this can be 
achieved, but cautioned that the target of full-scale roll-out of eCall by 
2010 would not be accomplished if the Member States did not step up their 
efforts to upgrade their emergency service centres.  

 

The eSafety Working Groups presented the latest results of their activities, 
and two new Working Groups were presented: Service oriented architectures 
and ICT for clean mobility.  

More information about the 6th eSafety Forum Plenary meeting, consult: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_activities/esafety_forum/plena
ry_meetings/6th_esafety_forum_plenary_meeting_8_november_2006.ht
m 

**************************************************************************************** 
 
EU-India project organises ITS workshop 
 
Date: 15 February 2006 

The EU-India project, co-funded by the European Community©s Sixth 
Framework Programme, will be running a workshop on 2-3 March 2006 in 
Delhi, India focusing on two main areas: 

·  EU-India eSafety cooperation. Key European ITS stakeholders will be 
presenting the European eSafety initiative to the Indian authorities and 
industry.  

·  ITS in transport planning for the Delhi Commonwealth Games 2010. 
ITS associations from other countries hosting future Games events will 
share their experience in using ITS for transport planning and 
management.  

Indian participants include government Ministries, the Indian Olympics 
Association, local Delhi government and representatives from Indian industry. 
  
Following the initial workshop, the EU–India project will also organise two 
main events in the course of 2006. The events will introduce both regions’ 
experiences and technologies in the ITS field with a particular focus on 
eSafety systems and services.  
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European participants of the events will include the European Commission, 
vehicle and equipment manufacturers, digital map providers, telecom 
operators, service providers, road operators, research institutes, as well as 
national and local authorities. 
  
For more information, please contact India Project Coordinator Priti Prajapati 
at p.prajapati@mail.ertico.com or visit the EU-India website 
(www.euindia.info). 

**************************************************************************************** 
 
Vice-President Jacques Barrot presents road safety awards 

�
Date: 05 December 2006 
 
On 29 November 2006, Jacques Barrot, Vice-President of the European 
Commission responsible for transport, presented the European Road Safety 
Charters Excellence in Road Safety Awards. The prizes reward the six 
organisations which gave, in each of the categories, the best commitments 
contributing to the overall objective of saving 25 000 lives a year by 2010.  
  
The winners were selected from the more than 500 signatories to the Charter 
after an independent evaluation by the Commission. Jacques Barrot 
welcomed the awards, saying that the commitments reflected the variety of 
the signatory organisations and the diversity of the actions which could be 
covered by the Charter. He complimented the winners on the quality of their 
commitments and the innovative ideas they contained. He also thanked all 
signatories to the Charter for their crucial contribution to road safety, and said 
that, by combining all those efforts, the European Union could achieve the 
overall objective.  
  
The signatories were divided into six categories, each providing an excellence 
award winner: Large businesses, SMEs, Associations/Federations, 
Institutions, NGOs, Local and regional authorities. 
 
�
**************************************************************************************** 
�

30-31 January 2007: ATEC-ITS France Congress 
�
Date: 17 November 2006 

ATEC-ITS France - is devoting its 30-31 January 2007 International Congress 
in Issy-Les-Moulineaux, Paris, to the topic of innovation in transport. The 
event will explore the application of transport innovation in a wide range of 
fields, including in-vehicle and roadside technologies, communication and 
information systems, new user services, road safety, road pricing, 
accessibility, parking, and freight transport. 
   
Wide-reaching programme 
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The Congress programme will cover transport needs and demands, examine 
research results and how to implement them, as well as review the financial, 
organisational and legal aspects of transport innovation, in particular the 
decision process and conditions for success. It will be complemented by an 
innovative Exhibition ATEXPO 2007 featuring leading ITS stakeholders. 
  
The conference is aimed at stakeholders in transport innovation and 
implementation, and will be an excellent networking opportunity providing the 
chance to assess opportunities for cooperation. It will bring together local and 
national road authorities, ITS experts, researchers, academics, industry 
leaders and users.  

 For further details, please visit http://www.atectec.net/fr/its_accueil_f7.asp 

**************************************************************************************** 
 
“ Roads to the Future”  field operational tests in the 
Netherlands 

�
Date: 17 November 2006 

A field operational test organised by the Dutch Ministry of Transport, Public 
Works and Water Management’s “Roads to the Future” innovation 
programme has shown that the large-scale use of intelligent vehicles can cut 
accidents by up to 8%. “Roads to the Future” vehicles were equipped with 
systems to maintain a safe speed and keep a safe distance (Adaptive Cruise 
Control - ACC) and prevent unintentional lane departures (Lane Departure 
Warning - LDW). 
  
Improved driver behaviour 

The test also showed that driver behaviour improves due to the use of these 
systems, which results in a smoother traffic flow. Other improvements to 
driver behaviour included: 
  
• Less tailgating  
• Less unintentional lane departures  
• More equal distribution of speed  
• Smoother acceleration  
• Better use of indicators 

 
Other results from the field operational test found that: 
  
• Driver assistance systems (direct support such as ACC and lane keeping 
systems) were rated higher by participants than driver warning systems (such 
as LDW and Headway Monitoring and Warning).  
• Traffic flow improves as the number of accidents and the resulting 
congestion decreases.  
• Fuel consumption decreases by 3% as a result of driving with ACC and 
LDW.   
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• Emissions decrease by up to 10%.  
• The systems provide increased driver comfort.  

“Roads to the Future” also investigated advanced driver assistance systems 
in “The Assisted Driver” pilot. The focus was on how driving with these 
systems will change driver behaviour and ultimately affect traffic flows in 
terms of safety, efficiency and environment. Attention was also paid towards 
user acceptance and behaviour. 
  
The tests are being used by the Ministry and other stakeholders to develop 
policy regarding advanced driver assistance systems. Results and data will 
also be used as input for European projects. In addition, “Roads to the Future” 
is willing to join the eSafety Forum to increase user awareness of these 
systems. 
  
A presentation (in English) with more in-depth information can be downloaded 
from the Roads the Future website, www.wegennaardetoekomst.nl  

**************************************************************************************** 
 
IP PReVENT to host major exhibition in September 2007 
 
Date: 17 November 2006 

The IP PReVENT consortium will host a major 
exhibition of its work, 13-15 September 2007. The 
Integrated Project PReVENT (PReVENTive and 
Active Safety Applications) is developing and 
demonstrating integrated in-vehicle safety 
applications using state-of-the art sensors and 

communication devices. IP PReVENT marks a comprehensive step towards 
realising the vision of establishing a safety zone around vehicles by means of 
complementary safety functions. 
  
The September 2007 Exhibition will be held in collaboration with the European 
Commission’s i2010: Intelligent Car Initiative and will feature more than 25 
experimental vehicles demonstrating preventive and active safety applications 
in all of the IP PReVENT application areas, including: 
  
• Safe Speed and Safe Following  
• Lateral Support  
• Intersection Safety  
• Collision mitigation 

 The following cross-functional results will also be exhibited: 
  
• Code of Practice for development of ADAS  
• ADAS interface and use of safety maps for enhanced ADAS  
• Sensor data fusion  
• Evaluation of ADAS  
  
The venue for this event will be officially announced at the next IP PReVENT 
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Open Workshop, 6-7 February 2007. 
  
Initial Exhibition highlights 

On the opening day of the Exhibition, a press conference will be held in 
collaboration with the i2010: Intelligent Car Initiative, featuring DG Information 
Society Commissioner Viviane Reding and high-level officials from IP 
PReVENT industrial partners.  
  
Day two has been designated the “Expert Day” and will feature technical 
presentations of all IP PReVENT function fields with full-scale demonstration 
of the 25 vehicles. Day three is the “Public Day”, which will bring advanced 
research on active in-vehicle safety to the general public for the first time.  
  
To receive further information about the IP PReVENT Exhibition, please sign 
up to the IP PReVENT Forum, www.prevent-ip.org   

**************************************************************************************** 
 
MAPS&ADAS SafeMap Joint Workshop- February 2007 
�

Date: 15 November 2006 

On 1st February 2007 the IP PReVENT MAPS&ADAS project and the 
SafeMap project will hold its joint workshop in Paris. The theme for the 
workshop will be ‘How digital maps can contribute to road safety- from 
Navigation to Advanced Driver Assistance Systems’. 

 This joint workshop will be a major opportunity for key actors from public 
sector (public and road authorities), industry sector (vehicle manufacturers, 
system suppliers, map providers and service providers) and research 
organisations to learn from the results of IP PReVENT MAPS&ADAS and 
SafeMap projects and to exchange views on open issues including the 
provision and maintenance of safety attributes. 

 Using the digital maps developed for in-vehicle navigation systems as a 
starting point, MAPS&ADAS is producing safety-enhanced maps. These 
maps are more detailed and contain more information than the digital maps 
currently used for navigation, including information on traffic signs, curves, 
slopes and speed limits.  

 To be able to give the best possible assistance to the driver, ADAS 
applications are dependent on an accurate view of the car’s environment. This 
is obtained by collecting information from a variety of sensors. Digital maps 
complement vehicle speed and position sensors such as lasers and video 
cameras, which have limited range, to extend the driver horizon at least 500 
to 1000 metres ahead. In this way, drivers can be alerted to what is coming 
after the next road curve or intersection.  

 In addition to its work on gathering and updating safety information for digital 
maps, the MAPS&ADAS project is also developing and testing a standardised 
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interface for ADAS applications and map data sources. Together with the 
safety-enhanced maps, this interface forms the basis of the “ADAS Horizon” 
concept. 

 For more information, please contact Vincent Blervaque (ERTICO) at 
v.blervaque@mail.ertico.com , MAPS&ADAS project coordinator or Martial 
Chevreuil (ISIS), SafeMap project coordinator at m.chevreuil@isis.tm.fr .  

**************************************************************************************** 
 
Increasing the use of life-saving technology on Europe’s 
roads 

�
Date: 14 November 2006 
 
Key road safety players came together on 2 and 3 November 2006 to review 
how eSafety systems can help reduce the number of fatalities and injuries on 
Europe’s roads. 
  
“Each year there are more than 1.4 million car accidents and 40,000 road 
fatalities in Europe. Increased use of eSafety systems could bring this number 
down substantially”, says Jacob Bangsgaard, Director of eSafety Support. “By 
decreasing the driver’s workload, detecting dangers and providing support in 
hazardous situations, such systems could save thousands of lives every 
year.” 
  
Organised by eSafety Support and co-hosted by the Swedish Road 
Administration and VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, day one of the 
European eSafety Observers meeting took place in Stockholm, while day 2 
was organised in Helsinki. The aim was to review how stakeholders can work 
together in order to boost the deployment of eSafety systems.  
  
The meeting featured presentations by European Commission and eSafety 
Support experts, giving an overview of the eSafety initiative and its current 
priorities. The initiative, dating from 2002, is dedicated to halving the number 
of road deaths in Europe by 2010 through the development and deployment 
of eSafety systems.  
 

�
 
Discussions focused on progress in the Member States towards the full scale 
roll-out of eCall – the pan-European in-vehicle emergency call. When the car 
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senses a major impact, eCall will automatically report its exact location to the 
nearest emergency centre. Anyone in the car can also trigger an eCall by 
simply pushing a button. The technology could save an estimated 2,500 lives 
every year and provide faster medical care for many thousands more. With 
the necessary commitment from all relevant stakeholders, the life-saving 
technology will be available in all new vehicles from 2011. 

��
�
�

**************************************************************************************** 
 
Mapping the way to safer roads 
 
Date: 10 November 2006 

eSafety stakeholders meeting in Brussels on 14 November identified the 
critical issues impeding large-scale implementation of dynamic traffic 
management and proposed a concrete road map to remove and solve these 
issues.  

 The “Implementation Road Map for Dynamic Traffic Management – Vehicle 
Systems Co-operation” Workshop was organised by the Implementation Road 
Map Working Group of the eSafety Forum. Set up in 2003, the working group 
aims to identify the technical and economical potential of intelligent vehicle 
safety systems, as well as the topics and timetable for possible infrastructure 
improvements. 
  
The first version of the implementation road maps was published in 
October 2005. The road maps will now be expanded, detailed and made more 
concrete in a series of workshops.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 14 November workshop started off with a presentation on “A vision on 
traffic management now and in 2020”. Six case studies on “Use of vehicle 
data in traffic management and use of traffic management data in vehicle 
systems” were presented and discussed. In the afternoon session the 
discussion centred on the “Main issues and obstacles in dynamic traffic 
management – vehicle system co-operation” and on the “Detailed road maps 
for solving the issues and obstacles”. Parallel working groups concentrated on 
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specific issues/obstacles. The workshop concluded with an overview of the 
working groups´ results and overall conclusions. 

**************************************************************************************** 
eSafetyAware! meeting provides new impetus to eSafety 
promotion 

�
Date: 30 October 2006 

The eSafetyAware! communication platform -  a major new drive for improving 
awareness of intelligent vehicle systems and their road safety benefits – held 
its first plenary meeting during the ITS World Congress in London on 12 
October. The meeting was a great success, with three new members 
accepted and considerable progress made in planning the platform’s 
awareness activities.  

 eSafetyAware! will kick off with the launch of a pan-European information 
campaign on Electronic Stability Control (ESC). The technology has proved 
highly effective in preventing skidding, with estimates showing that it could 
reduce the risk of accidents by as much as 20%. The focus of the campaign 
will be the organisation of a major ESC event in Rome in spring 2007. 

 The platform’s ability to successfully carry out such a campaign was 
considerably strengthened at the 12 October meeting, with the take-up of 
three new members: the European Automobile Manufacturers Association, 
Wireless Car and RoadSafe – a British road safety partnership. The platform 
now encompasses 30 members, including automotive suppliers, automotive 
clubs, road safety authorities, road operators, insurance industry and service 
providers. The European Commission is participating in the platform as an 
observer. 

 

More information is available at: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_activities/esafety_aware/ . 

**************************************************************************************** 
Record number of sessions organised during the ITS World 
Congress 2006 
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Date: 19 October 2006 
 
European Commission’s sessions met with great interest among 
participants 

 
A range of executive, special, technical and interactive sessions were 
organised at the 13th World Congress and Exhibition on Intelligent Transport 
Systems which took place in London on 8 – 12 October. In total, more than 
230 sessions were organised – an all-time record. 
  
The congress was opened by a range of senior Ministerial and other VIP 
speakers from around the world. European speakers included Mr Jacques 
Barrot, Commissioner for Transport and Mrs Viviane Reding, Commissioner 
for Information Society and Media. In her speech, Commissioner Reding 
focused on the Commission’s recently launched Intelligent Car Initiative.  
  
A special session was also organised on the subject on 10 October. The 
Intelligent Car initiative, which was launched at the beginning of 2006, 
promotes the development of smarter, cleaner and safer vehicles. It 
coordinates the work of citizens, Member States and the industry in support of 
research and development in the area of intelligent cars and facilitates the 
take-up and use of research results to create awareness of ICT –based road 
safety solutions.   
  
The special session featured a broad range of presentations by a series of 
high-level speakers, including Fabrizio Minarini, Head of Sector in the 
European Commission’s Directorate General for Information Society and 
Media, Arnold van Zyl, CEO of ERTICO – ITS Europe and Ulf Palmquist, 
Director of EUCAR. 
  
In total, the European Commission’s Directorate General for Information 
Society and Media organised 10 sessions, all of which were very well 
attended. 
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Date: 10 October 2006 

Cutting edge eSafety systems were on display at the 13th World Congress 
and Exhibition on Intelligent Transport Systems which took place in London 
on 8 – 12 October.  

 The European Commission’s stand was a great success, with examples of 
both ongoing research activities and numerous research results from projects 
such as AIDE, EASIS, GST, PReVENT, HUMANIST and eSafety Support. A 
separate "car corner" with five demonstration cars complemented the main 
stand.  
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 On show at the EC stand was a Volvo truck simulator, showcasing 
technologies such as Active Lane Keeping Support, Collision Mitigation by 
Braking, Curve Speed Warning and Lane Change Assistance.  

 The in-vehicle emergency call, eCall, was also demonstrated. Generated 
either manually by a vehicle occupant or automatically via activation of in-
vehicle sensors, an eCall will establish voice contact with the nearest 
emergency centre and automatically transmit a minimum set of data about the 
accident. Demonstrated in one of the Sussex police’s car, visitors got a view 
of how the system can help ensure a faster and better informed response to 
accidents. 

 The EC stand attracted a record number numerous of visitors, giving 
delegates the opportunity to engage in interesting discussions on ongoing EC 
projects and future activities in the area of Information and Communication 
Technology for transport under the 7th Framework Programme for Research. 

 For more information about this event please visit the ITS World Congress 
website: http://www.itsworldcongress.com/its_1024/home/index.cfm  
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�
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Date: 04 October 2006 

CVIS (Cooperative Vehicle-Infrastructure Systems) is a major new European 
research and development project aiming to design, develop and test the 
technologies needed to allow cars to communicate with each other and with 
the nearby roadside infrastructure. Based on such real-time road and traffic 
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information, many novel applications can be produced. The consequence will 
be increased road safety and efficiency, and reduced environmental impact. 

 The first phase of the CVIS project is complete, namely the identification of 
use cases, user needs and system requirements, and the project organised a 
Requirements Workshop on 18 and 19 October in Brussels to validate these 
interim results. 
  
The workshop represented a unique opportunity to influence the direction of 
cooperative systems development in Europe. Feedback from the workshop 
will help set the standards needed for full interoperability for all vehicle makes 
and all equipped roadside infrastructure.     

 The workshop programme featured a presentation of the different CVIS use 
cases – how the future cooperative systems and services are intended to 
function and what effects they should produce. Delegates were able to 
contribute their own detailed requirements during a set of parallel breakout 
sessions on specific CVIS topics. 

If you would like to be informed about the next CVIS open workshops, and 
receive regular updates on CVIS developments, you can register for the CVIS 
Forum (membership is free of charge)! 

For more information, visit the CVIS Forum:  
http://www.cvisproject.org/en/cvis_forum/ 
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Date: 03 October 2006 

A major new drive for improving awareness of intelligent vehicle systems and 
their road safety benefits was announced in Helsinki 28 September 2006. This 
new platform to promote awareness brings together stakeholders from the 
public sector, automotive suppliers and users. "We have for a long time 
emphasised the importance of user awareness in the take-up of the new car 
safety technologies," said Viviane Reding, Member of the European 
Commission, responsible for Information Society and Media. "Now we have 
concrete evidence that users© knowledge of new technologies needs 
improving. This is why I welcome the launch of this new platform for 
promoting user awareness."  

The announcement of the new platform was made at a high-level meeting of 
the Commission©s i2010 initiative - a European Information Society for growth 
and jobs - in Helsinki. The meeting was opened by Commissioner Reding, 
together with Ms Susanna Huovinen, Minister of Transport and 
Communications for Finland. “Intelligent vehicle systems can make a major 
contribution in solving our most pertinent transport problem, namely road 
safety, where Europe still has more than 41,000 deaths per year,” noted Mr 
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Rosario Alessi, FIA Foundation Chairman. “It is our job to get these systems 
to the users as quickly as possible. These systems save lives, but you need to 
know they exist to ask for them."  

 Further information available at: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org/en/esafety_activities/esafety_aware/esafe
ty_communication_platform.htm  
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Date: 27 September 2006 

The third and fourth Regional eSafety Observers’ meetings took place on 18 
September in Turin, Italy and 21 September in Athens, Greece. Key road 
safety players came together to review how eSafety systems can help reduce 
the number of fatalities and injuries on Europe’s roads. 

 Organised by eSafety Support, the aim of the two eSafety Observers© 
Regional meetings was to review how eSafety players can work together to 
increase awareness of the benefits of eSafety systems. The Turin event 
brought together participants from Austria, Italy and Germany while the 
Athens meeting was targeted at stakeholders in Greece and Malta. 

 The meetings featured presentations by European Commission and eSafety 
Support experts, giving an overview of the eSafety initiative and its 
achievements to date. The initiative, dating from 2002, is dedicated to halving 
the number of road deaths in Europe by 2010 through the development and 
deployment of eSafety systems. National road safety players also gave a 
series of presentations, detailing the development and deployment of eSafety 
in their regions.  
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Date: 04 September 2006 

International experts convened in Budapest 25-27 October 2006 for the fourth 
“On safe roads in the XXI century” conference. The annual event serves as a 
forum for evaluating European traffic safety guidelines.  

 The conference reviewed the existing working solutions and traffic safety 
measures successfully implemented in other parts of the world. The 
programme covered the areas of transport policy, ITS and cost-efficient traffic 
management system and included presentations from both regional and 
international experts. Besides the technical discussions, participants also had 
the opportunity to get acquainted with the geographic assets and traffic 
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patterns of Budapest and Hungary, as well as enjoy a delightful social 
programme. 

 For additional information, please contact ITS Hungary: 
interut21@tvnetwork.hu 
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Date: 04 September 2006 
 
The EC-supported FeedMAP project held a 5 October user forum workshop in 
Brussels to present its concept for map data feedback and solicit the views of 
all interested stakeholders on its results to date. 
  
The FeedMAP project is studying the commercial and technical feasibility of 
map data feedback, using a standardised mechanism for delivering 
incremental map updates. Up-to-date map data are essential for current and 
future in-vehicle ITS applications, in particular Advanced Driver Assistance 
Systems (ADAS) and navigation applications. 
  
In general, mapmakers rely on road authorities and user feedback to detect 
the latest changes in the road network. In order to improve the flow of map 
feedback, the FeedMAP concept uses all vehicles equipped with a digital map 
as probes, to check if the existing maps are accurate. In addition, the project 
is developing a framework that will easily detect map deviations, based on 
information from only a limited number of vehicles, and quickly update the 
maps of all other vehicles. The end result should be a sustainable source of 
map updates at a reduced cost. 
  
At the workshop, the requirements for map deviation feedback were 
presented and key aspects of the FeedMAP framework were discussed. The 
results of the discussion within the Forum will be included in the final version 
of FeedMAP’s report on requirements. 
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Date: 04 September 2006 

The EC-supported RESPONSE 3 project organised its final workshop at 
DaimlerChrysler AG, 26-27 September 2006 in Sindelfingen, Germany.  

 The project, which is a subproject of the PReVENT project, has elaborated a 
European Code of Practice for the accelerated market introduction of 
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS). The Code of Practice will help 
manufacturers to safely introduce new safety applications through an 
integrated perspective on human, system and legal aspects. 
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 The workshop presentations gave a comprehensive insight into the legal 
barriers still associated with ADAS. Recommendations for the development 
and deployment of ADAS were also given, in the form of a guided tour of the 
REPONSE 3 Code of Practice. In addition, the subproject consortium set out 
the next steps towards evaluation and adoption of the Code of Practice at a 
European level.  
  
For more information, please visit the  website: http://www.prevent-ip.org/. 
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Date: 04 September 2006 
 

With the launch of the PReVAL subproject in September 
2006, the EC-supported Integrated Project PReVENT 
now encompasses 14 subprojects, all working to 
improve road safety through the development of 
Advanced Driver Assistance Systems. 

PReVAL will contribute to this goal by developing a methodology for 
assessing the impact of Advanced Driver Assistance Systems that provides 
active and preventive safety. The project will analyse and assess existing 
impact assessment methodologies, define a set of impact assessment 
indicators and apply these evaluation indicators to a selection of active safety 
applications developed by IP PReVENT. 
  
Additionally, PReVAL will produce a set of recommendations for future 
research needs in the field of impact assessment, as well as present best 
practices and guidelines for the development of intelligent vehicles. 

The PReVAL subproject will be led by the VTT Technical Research Centre, 
Finland. The consortium is composed of VTT, Fiat Research Centre, 
DaimlerChrysler AG, Volvo Car Corporation, Volvo Technology, Centre for 
Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH), CIDAUT, Institute of 
Communication and Computer Systems (ICCS), RWTH Aachen (IKA), 
Laboratoire des ponts et chaussées (LCPC), TNO and Hannover University.   

The project will end in January 2008.  
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Date: 04 September 2006 
 
 

The EC-supported EuroRoadS project held its 
closing workshop “Making EuroRoadS happen” 
at ERTICO on 27 June 2006. It demonstrated 
a broad interest in the project’s efforts to 
establish a European road data infrastructure, 
and attracted more than 50 participants from 
35 organisations within the public and private 

sector, representing 15 European countries. The aim of the workshop was to 
demonstrate the project’s major results, share experiences, and to discuss 
recommendations for the next steps needed to achieve a European road data 
infrastructure. A proposal to encourage the implementation of the project’s 
result through the establishment of a EuroRoadS Forum was met with 
approval from the audience. 

A harmonised specification framework 

The EuroRoadS project has designed a harmonised specification framework 
for exchanging European road data and has developed mechanisms to 
maintain and make such data broadly available. The EuroRoadS vision for the 
year 2012 is a pan-European, standardised, seamless and quality-assured 
digital road data infrastructure covering at least 25 European countries. 

The project has developed a prototype and carried out tests to show that its 
specification framework can be implemented in a realistic working platform 
that supports end-user services. Demonstration activities include the capture 
and maintenance of speed limit data, data processing and integration, meta-
data server and services, and the end-user application “SpeedAdvice”. 
Practical insights from case studies using the specification framework were 
presented during the 27 June workshop.   

Implementing the project results 

The project consortium developed recommendations for a series of 
implementation and exploitation activities. The implementation plan sets out 
proposals aimed at supporting road data producers in delivering and 
exchanging data according to the EuroRoadS specifications. The plan will 
also support organisations in their work to develop, organise and maintain 
databases and processes for handling EuroRoadS-compliant road data. The 
exploitation plan puts forward recommendations to foster the exploitation of 
road information enabled by the harmonised European road interface and to 
support a wide use of the European road data infrastructure.  

The workshop featured a discussion panel with representatives from the 
European Commission, CEDR, EuroGeographics and eSafety support. The 
panel addressed high priority issues for the deployment of EuroRoadS, in 
particular the need for a concrete business model showing the benefits for 
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both suppliers and users and for further investigation to better clarify the road 
data suppliers’ requirements. 

The workshop demonstrated that there is a broad interest in the EuroRoadS 
results. The project’s technical approach, which makes use of existing 
standards, is perceived as a good starting point for the establishment of a 
European road data infrastructure. However, the future organisational 
strategies and business solutions still need to be further investigated. There 
are also some uncertainties related to the outcome of the process with the 
INSPIRE directive, which effects the implementation and exploitation of 
EuroRoadS results.  

A EuroRoadS Forum 

The audience agreed on the importance of insuring continuity in the future 
management and development of the EuroRoadS results. A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to create a EuroRoadS Forum was considered as a 
good starting step.  

   

  

For more information, please visit the EuroRoadS website: 
http://www.euroroads.org/  

* ********************************************************************  

� � � )� � ' �� ))� � � 
 �� � � � #� 
 � ��� � 	 � � � � �
�

Date: 25 July 2006 
 

 

With the launch of the new online eSafety effects database, all you ever 
wanted to know about the benefits of eSafety systems is only a mouse click 
away.  



eSafety Support Office, The Blue Tower, 2nd floor, Avenue Louise 326, 1050 Brussels, Belgium, 
Tel: +32 (0)2 400 07 18, Fax: +32 (0)2 400 07 01, http://www.esafetysupport.org/ 

23 

Produced by eSafety Support Partner VTT on behalf of the European 
Commission, the database gives a comprehensive overview of the research 
reports, articles and papers produced on the effects of the various eSafety 
applications available on the market. The focus is on the systems’ safety 
effects and all main results are listed, linking to the actual reports and papers 
when available. 

The main purpose of the database is to encourage a faster roll-out of eSafety 
systems. Stakeholders have proved reluctant to commit themselves to 
encouraging a faster and broader market introduction of such systems in the 
past due to insufficient evidence of the systems’ benefits. By providing a one-
stop shop on all the research available on each type of eSafety application, 
the new database aims to address this problem.  

The database is continuously being improved and updated, and stakeholders 
are encouraged to send research findings, reports, etc to the Webmaster 
Risto Öörni. 

An URL or electronic version of the report and a permit to make the electronic 
version available on the Internet is needed.  

For more information, visit the eSafety effects database or contact Risto 
Kulmala 
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Date: 17 July 2006 

Following the success of its recent event, held in 
Brussels in June 2006, the ERTICO-coordinated and 
EC-supported EU-India eSafety project will organise an 
ITS showcase in New Delhi on 1-2 February 2007.  

 Aimed at improving road safety and the efficiency of the transport system in 
India through the deployment of ITS, the EU-India project has already 
achieved substantial results. The June 2006 meeting obtained a clear 
commitment from key players to support Indian ITS deployment activities, and 
a set of key priorities was identified. Indian urban traffic planning and 
management must be improved in order to make the most of the existing 
infrastructure. Digital mapping, traffic data collection and broadcasting will be 
key factors in this respect. There is also a pressing need to improve the 
country’s emergency response services. 

The February 2007 event will consequently focus on these key priorities, 
inviting EU stakeholders to exhibit ITS technology in the fields of emergency 
response services and traffic information services. However, exhibits in other 
related fields are also welcome. 
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Key Indian decision makers, research institutes and industry representatives 
will attend the event. Given the vibrant Indian automobile, electronics and ICT 
industries and the country’s highly skilled labour force, the prospects for ITS 
development and deployment in India are good. 

For more information, please visit the EU-India website: 
http://www.euindia.info/ 


