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eScope Observers Group discuss eSafety deployment and user outreach
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The second eScope Observers Group, made up of national eSafety experts and industry representatives, met in Helsinki, Finland, 14 April 2005. Around 30 eSafety experts from 15 different countries (Belgium, Holland, Germany, England, Wales, Ireland, Hungary, Switzerland, Romania, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Czech Republic, and Italy) participated in this event to discuss the progress of eSafety deployment and research in Europe.

Emilio Davila Gonzales of the European Commission was on hand to present the EC’s activities under the eSafety Forum umbrella and eScope Project Coordinator Jacob Bangsgaard made a summary of the eScope progress since its start in January 2004. The proposed activities until the end of 2005 were discussed by the Observers, which gave some good indications about which areas the Member States see a need for deployment and R&D support. 

A large number of presentations were made on national eSafety activities for demonstration projects, deployment, and research, showing that there is a number of important on-going actions throughout Europe. It also indicated that information on these activities should continue to be shared throughout Europe to ensure that Member State authorities and industries cooperate regarding know-how on both positive and negative experiences. 

The discussions also made clear that there is a large difference in the status of national eSafety progress. For example, some countries have already taken deployment steps for eCall, whereas others have yet to launch a strategy for this area. It is important to avoid weak links in the deployment effort, since an eSafety solution like eCall needs to be available across Europe. It is up to the eSafety Forum to make sure that all Member States get the necessary information and support to create strategies and actions for the deployment of Europe-wide solutions.

Observers Group conclusions and recommendations

· It is imperative that more effort must be put on user outreach in the Member States. The ITS national organisations could participate in this together with national automotive clubs. The European Commission supports this effort and the eSafety Forum’s User Outreach Working Group later this year will make recommendations on how user outreach could be enhanced.

· Cooperation with insurance companies has been successfully established in some Member States and created promising business cases for implementation of certain eSafety applications such as black boxes or speed alert applications. The Observers requested increased cooperation with the insurance sector on a European scale.

· Some Member States have introduced financial incentives for safety applications in vehicles and this could be a driving force in deployment support. Political work is needed to secure legislative support for introduction of these incentives Europe-wide, which is something that the eSafety Forum should support.

· The Observers stressed the importance of a clear cooperation between the number of EC-launched activities related to the Road Safety Action Plan to avoid overlapping work and to create synergy between the different fora and working groups. They mentioned that the eCall implementation plans should be announced by DG TREN in relation to the mid-term review of the Road Safety Action Programme.

· Several Member States appealed for support in their efforts of setting up national eSafety programmes and action plans. eScope can be the first step in this respect, as information on national programmes and contacts is featured on the eScope website.

· National studies have shown positive cost-benefit results for eSafety implementation. These studies should be used in other Member States as support in the respective national decision-making processes. The Implementation Road Map Working Group can play an important role in providing the necessary information and data.
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