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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone attending today’s workshop on real-time traffic and travel information, which our Ministry is delighted to be hosting. The Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Housing attaches great importance to the European Commission’s eSafety initiative. This initiative involves technologies and innovations that will make a major contribution to reducing the number of road fatalities by 2010 and beyond. Germany supports this approach wholeheartedly, and that is why I have placed it at the top of my agenda – and the agenda of the appropriate director-general. That is also the reason why Germany was represented at director-general level in the forums that were held in 2003 and 2004.
When the issue of 24 GHz Frequency short-range radar, which the Commission declared to be a key technology, was being discussed, I got together with my French counterpart to seek a common position. Finally, thanks to the combined efforts of all those involved, we were able to find a compromise which made it possible for the Commission to adopt its decision of 17 January 2005.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Every day, there is considerable congestion within the European Union on the trans-European trunk road networks. For Germany, a country with a higher level of transit traffic than most others in Europe, it is of crucial importance that an answer be found to the question: How can we use modern information technologies to improve the flow of traffic on trunk routes, as well as for other purposes, such as reducing the number of vehicles driving around looking for a parking space? Even little things such as providing better information on the end of a tailback it can help to prevent accidents.
Creating the necessary mobility in an efficient manner has consequences not only for the economy, for instance in terms of fuel consumption, but also for the way in which the public accepts road traffic.

Alongside the creation and maintenance of the required traffic space, one of the key requirements for intelligent transport systems is the collection, processing and provision of real-time traffic data. Given Germany’s special position, the ability to act internationally and compatibly is also of considerable importance. Against this background, I am delighted that the Real-Time Traffic Information Working Group is meeting at our Ministry today. We consider this to be recognition of the efforts that have been made in Germany for many years now to collect traffic information and make it available to road users. Close cooperation between all the stakeholders – the highway authorities, road traffic authorities, police forces, broadcasting corporations, the automotive industry and equipment manufacturers – has enabled us to develop a high standard in this country, which I believe has nothing to fear from a comparison with other countries.
In particular, the digital traffic message channel (RDS-TMC), which was introduced in Germany back in 1997, has resulted in a further improvement in traffic information. By digitally encoding and transmitting traffic information, RDS-TMC has helped to automate the information channel to a large extent, thereby significantly reducing the time between an incident occurring and the transmission of this information to the in-vehicle receivers. The fact that RDS-TMC messages are now broadcast by more than 50 national and regional radio stations and that over 3 million navigation units use predominantly RDS-TMC shows that this service is appreciated and accepted by the public.
However, this is no reason why we should not continue working on improving the service, in particular on even better traffic data collection. We are keeping a keen eye on the technological possibilities that are likely to arise in the future as a result of the use of recent collection methods such as floating car data or floating phone data.
If we are to have comprehensive intelligent transport management, we have to make use of new technologies that enable us to process traffic data beyond the motorway network and right down to the municipality level, which is what the public expects.

However, the fact that the traffic information will become more detailed as a result of even better data collection, plus the fact that secondary and urban networks will be included, makes it necessary to open up new transmission channels for traffic information, as is possible, for instance, in digital audio broadcasting (DAB). I expressly support initiatives to open up DAB for traffic information and to reach the agreements and standardization that this requires. Even better and more comprehensive traffic information will provide a positive commercial boost to DAB.
RDS-TMC is an outstanding way of providing all European citizens with cross-border access to traffic information, because the in-vehicle unit can decode the information in any language selected by the driver.
It should continue to be possible to access basic safety-related traffic information free of charge throughout Europe.

This does not rule out the incorporation of private-sector commercial information service providers, who can target specific market segments and provide customized information services – services that cannot be provided in this form by the public sector. I can imagine that roaming agreements will be concluded – like those between mobile phone operators – which give seamless cross-border access to traffic information.

Allow me to conclude by summarizing the position of the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Housing.
· As a major transit country, Germany is keen to see progress made in the field of RTTI.

· In addition to providing and maintaining the required traffic space, it is becoming increasingly necessary to process traffic information that covers as large an area as possible.
· The amount of data involved means that the generation of traffic data should be automated wherever possible, including the use of floating car data (FCD).
· Traffic data that is of general importance should reach the road user quickly and inexpensively. This is where DAB comes into its own.
· In the interests of mobility, all stakeholders have to work together to ensure that the generation, processing and multiplicity of uses of the data, including its semi-automated use in motor vehicles, are optimized. This is thus a genuine PPP task.

I would like to thank you for listening to me, and wish the European Commission’s workshop every success.
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